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FOREWORD

Welcome to the Aberford and District Parish Plan, the first Plan of its kind to be
produced in Leeds District and one of the first of its kind in the whole country. We are
pleased to be able to present this, our Plan, which has resulted from extensive
consultations with the people of Aberford.

At the time the Plan was first started, back in December 2001, the community of
Aberford was represented by three separate Parish Councils - Lotherton, Aberford and
Parlington and Sturton Grange. Since that time the three Councils have merged as one
to cover the whole of the Parish Plan area and now work as Aberford and District
Parish Council. This Plan will be our blueprint for improvements to the village and its
surrounding countryside over the next 15 – 20 years. Like all Plans it will need to be
revisited periodically and updated and, of course, progress against its aims and
objectives will be carefully monitored and reported against. It sets out an ambitious
programme of activities designed to preserve the best that Aberford currently has and
to improve those areas which are currently lacking.

Most importantly, the Parish Plan belongs not just to the Parish Council, but to
everyone who lives in or has an interest in Aberford. It is up to all of us to make this
Plan a success and ensure that it benefits the many not the few. We very much hope
that this Plan provides a model for other villages in Leeds and further afield as to how
a community can take charge of its affairs and come together to map out a sustainable
future for all its people.

Our sincere thanks go out to everyone who has helped with the production of this Plan
or contributed to its success in whatever way. We very much hope that even more of
the people of Aberford will join us in the hardest task yet – putting the Plan into
action and making this document a reality.

Aberford and District Parish Council
January 2003
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1. WHERE THE PLAN HAS COME FROM.

The idea for undertaking a Parish Plan for Aberford emerged following the
publication in November 2000 of the government’s Rural White Paper “ Our
Countryside: The Future – A fair deal for rural England”. This White Paper set out
ambitious targets for the government to help all rural communities develop Parish
Plans which would:

“ Indicate how they would like their town or village to develop, to identify key
facilities and services, to set out the problems that need to be tackled and
demonstrate how its distinctive character and features can be preserved”.

The then 3 Parish Councils covering Aberford took up this challenge and formed a
Sub Committee charged with developing proposals for and managing the process of
producing this Plan. The Sub Committee recommended that the Parish Councils
utilize the services of Yorkshire Planning Aid to undertake a Planning for Real
exercise for the parishes and once this approach was approved, approached the
Countryside Agency (the government Agency responsible for funding Parish Plans
through its Vital Villages programme) and the Leeds City Council Community
Involvement Team at Garforth for funding.

After funds were committed from both the City Council and the Countryside Agency,
along with funds from the Parish Councils, Yorkshire Planning Aid were contracted to
undertake the work on the Planning for Real exercise – initially working with the
Primary School in the production of a scale model of the village – in January 2002.
Details of the Planning for Real process and results are contained in Appendix 1 to
this document.

Throughout the year long process of producing this Plan, the Parish Council and its
Sub Committee have been careful to follow the advice of the Countryside Agency
provided through its Vital Villages team about what the Plan should broadly look like
in terms of its scope. That advice is that a Parish Plan should:

 Be an holistic plan which covers all issues of concern to the community,
social, economic and environmental;

 Be comprehensive in scope;
 Be “bottom – up”;
 Be based on information provided by surveys, research and consultation;
 Be action focused – What needs doing? Why does it need doing? How will

it be achieved? Who will undertake the work? When will the work be
complete?

In the process of producing the Plan, over 100 people have been involved directly at
different levels in assisting with the research, administration and consultation
processes, and in excess of 600 people in total attended the various consultation
exercises which have been undertaken to ensure that everyone who wanted to have a
say had a say.
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This Plan, summaries of which have been delivered to every household in the Parish,
will guide the work of the Parish Council over the coming years in responding to the
wishes and aspirations of our community. It provides the Parish Council with a long
term (15 – 20 year) blueprint with which to work towards and an initial 3 year
programme of action to begin to make the Vision a reality. We hope the Plan in its
entirety will be taken by Leeds City Council as an important step towards investment
in rural East Leeds, complementing their Community Involvement Team /
Community Plan approach.

This Plan arrives at an important time for Aberford – as the Unitary Development
Plan begins its review process. It is vitally important that our views are fully taken
into account as new policies are developed by the City Council: This Parish Plan we
hope provides the village with a huge head start in this respect and, for the first time, a
united voice which will be heard.

.

Planning for Real.

Action Planning.
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2. WHAT’S GOOD ABOUT ABERFORD – THE
HEALTHCHECK.

The following worksheets designed to provide a comprehensive and detailed picture
of Aberford and District in 2003 and provide the basis and justification for the rest of
the Plan.

The purpose of the Parish Plan is both to involve as many people as possible in giving
their views of the village but also to provide definitive data about our community –
hence the Healthcheck. This data will be invaluable in providing an objective
foundation for our Parish Plan and in providing the basis for future bids to funding
external Agencies to implement the Plan.

Most importantly, the Healthcheck will act as a reference point which we can go back
to as the Plan is progressed. All Plans need to monitored and reviewed to ensure they
continue to be relevant and ours is no exception.

This Plan provides a Vision for the next 15-20 years with an implementation section
(the Action Plan) which looks at bringing projects forward over the next 3 years.
Therefore, as a very minimum, the Parish Plan should be reviewed every 3 years in
order to develop a new phase of project implementation. These Reviews will allow us
to look back at the Healthcheck to assess how far we have progressed and to consider
what still needs to be achieved into the future.

An early review of statistical information will be undertaken in the autumn of 2003
after the 2001 Census data has become fully available.

The Healthcheck is ordered into the following 5 sections:

 Statistical profile.

 The Environment.

 The Economy.

 Social and community.

 Transport and accessibility.
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STATISTICAL PROFILE

1991 Census

DEMOGRAPHIC
PROFILE

ABERFORD
&
DISTRICT

% BARWICK
& KIPPAX
WARD

% LEEDS %

All residents 1298 22,461 680,722
Residents in
households

1298 22,407 672,769

Residents in
Institutions/homes
(staff)

0 0 757

Residents in
Institutions/homes
(non-staff)

0 55 7196

Residents aged 0-4 58 4.7 1,422 6.3 46,375 6.9
Residents aged 5-
15

144 11.3 2,918 13 90,364 13.4

Residents aged 16-
29

231 18.5 4,507 20.1 145,360 21.6

Residents aged 30-
pensionable.

564 45.2 9,773 43.6 270,084 40.1

Pensionable age –
74

188 11.4 2,483 11.1 79,813 11.9

75 – 84 90 6.7 1,106 4.9 38,430 5.7
85+ 21 1.2 253 1.1 10,296 1.5
Ethnic group –
white

1294 99 22,262 99.1 640,997 94.2

Pakistani 0 0 5 0 9,329 1.4
Indian 0 0 60 0.3 9,900 1.5
Bangladeshi 0 0 0 0 1,759 0.3
Black groups 1 0.3 55 0.2 10,815 1.6
Chinese and other. 3 0.6 74 0.3 7,922 1.2
Migrants in
previous 12 mnths

81 8.9 1,492 6.7 63,444 9.4

People with
limiting long term
illness

149 9.8 2,742 12.2 87,609 13

As above 75+ 56 53.9 709 52.2 22,943 47.1
Dependent
children

232 18.5 4,725 21.1 146,997 21.8

Other dependents 114 7.3 1,951 8.7 62,822 9.3
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EMPLOYMENT
PROFILE

ABERFORD
&
DISTRICT

% BARWICK
& KIPPAX
WARD

% LEEDS %

Residents 16 –
pensionable age

795 14,280 415,444

Economically
active

619 82.2 11,306 79.2 325,773 78.4

Employees or self
employed

577 94.8 10,473 92.6 291,018 89.3

Unemployed 37 4.4 729 6.4 30,577 9.4
On Govt scheme 5 0.8 104 0.9 4,178 1.3
Residents 16 – 24 166 2,852 90,208
Economically
active 16-24

106 68.9 2,143 75.1 64,236 71.2

Employees or self
employed

86 89.2 1,872 87.4 52,255 81.3

Unemployed 16 6.7 206 9.6 9,620 15
On Govt Scheme 4 4 65 3 2,361 3.7

HOUSEHOLD
PROFILE

ABERFORD
&
DISTRICT

% BARWICK
& KIPPAX
WARD

% LEEDS %

All households 513 8,816 281,152
One adult only 124 24.6 1,918 21.8 82,931 29.5
Lone parent 4 0.7 186 2.1 12,027 4.3
Pensioners only 170 26.3 2,118 24 71,508 25.4
Dependants
only

51 8.5 839 9.5 29,529 10.5

Households
with carers

184 37 3,488 39.6 101,943 36.3

Households
with no car

123 16.9 2,300 26.1 116,235 41.3

HOUSING
PROFILE

ABERFORD
&
DISTRICT

% BARWICK
& KIPPAX
WARD

% LEEDS %

Dwellings 549 9,130 292,845
Owner occ. 330 59.2 6,660 75.6 172,302 61.4
Council
tenancy

86 9.9 1,588 18 76,557 27.3

Other
tenants

99 30.8 561 6.4 31,986 11.4

No central
heating

116 21.8 1,646 18.7 96,674 34.4

Detached 240 53.1 2,474 27.1 35,617 12.2
Semi 177 25.6 4,095 44.9 111,785 38.2
Terraced 79 13.8 2,057 22.5 92,223 31.5
Flats 53 7.3 504 5.5 53,220 18.2
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THE BUILT AND NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

1. The Character and vitality of the village:

1.1 What are the main landmarks or distinctive buildings in the village/parish?

St Ricarius Church, the Almshouses, the Swan Hotel, Lotherton Hall, Becca Hall. The
A1/M1 provide a more contemporary landmark, although the village itself of course
follows the line of the Great North Road and this is still an important lateral feature
running through the parish North-South..

1.2 What are the focal points in the village/parish?

The village has 2 main hubs – 1.The section of Main Street at the school/shops/church
2. Pump Hill.

1.3 Is there an historic core to the village?

Yes. Although the linear development of the village means that this core is rather
elongated. However, the area reaching from St Ricarius church to Pump Hill could be
said to define the historic heart of the village.

1.4 Are there any individual and/or groups of buildings which display design,
detailing or materials which give the village a distinctive character?

Houses are primarily built from magnesian limestone, quarried locally, with blue
slate roofs. Several properties along Main Street display central archways and there
are also a number of 3 storey properties throughout the village.

1.5 Are there any unattractive areas of the village/parishes? Identify any specific
buildings or areas of land that are in need of attention.

Several buildings in the village are dilapidated, including Greenhill stores and the
Old Café at the north entrance to the village. However, the main “ derelict” area is
the flood plain to the west of the Bridge which requires landscaping and proper
maintenance.

1.6 Are there any distinctive features which define the limits of the
village/parishes - e.g. walls, rivers, by-passes, ancient monuments?

The core of the village is now defined by 4 entrance stone name signs. However, there
are few clear boundaries to the remainder of the Parish as development has created
new boundaries, for example the motorway, which do not correlate with traditional
political boundaries. The east of the parish bounds North Yorkshire (Selby District)
and a section of the ancient earthwork known as The Rein marks this boundary in
part.
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1.7 Are the buildings, streets and furniture in good condition? Are there
opportunities to enhance these?

Opportunities do exist to improve individual buildings, such as the Village Hall and
some private residences, however, generally the built environment is in good
condition. The main thoroughfare, however, Main Street, is in very poor condition
and awaiting restoration by LCC. The road leading out of the village to Barwick in
Elmet (Cattle Lane) was recently renovated to a very high standard.

Street furniture is receiving attention but for the most part is in fair condition.

1.8 Are the main ‘gateways’ to the village attractive and well maintained? Are
there opportunities to enhance these?

Gateways have been improved with the new Name signs. However, the entrance of
Lotherton Lane is marred by litter associated with the Motorway and the entrance
from the north end is spoiled by an unsightly Gas sub station. Cattle Lane and Main
Street south are both attractive entrances to the village.

1.9 Are the main pedestrian routes well maintained and safe to use during day
and night?

Yes.

1.10 Is the village dominated by retail or are there a range of other uses which
take place such as housing and industry?

There is very little retail in the village – a general store, post office/general store,
Fish and Chip shop. The majority of the built up area is for residential, although
other industries do exist, notably architects practices, Internet companies and 3
pubs/hotel.

2. The Countryside:

2.1 Does the countryside have a distinctive character?

The countryside is primarily farmed for sheep and arable, with some cattle. The
landscape is formed by the magnesian limestone geology, characterized by open
farmland, managed woodland and Estate parkland. The landscape is formed by two
escarpments of Magnesian Limestone, which stretch from Bedale in the north to
Derbyshire in the south. At Aberford, the escarpment forms a narrow ridge between
the industrialized built up area of Leeds to the west and the lowland Vale of York to
the east. The limestone has a unifying effect on the landscape due to its widespread
use as building material and effect on the ecological character: The well drained soils
and low altitude has created a landscape of rolling landform, fertile farmland and
well-wooded estates cut by dry valleys.
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2.2 Is the landscape of high quality?

The landscape is designated “Special Landscape Area” in the Leeds Unitary
Development Plan.

2.3 Is the countryside important for agriculture?

Yes – see above. The parish maintains an essentially agricultural identity despite the
proximity of Leeds and the changing nature of the community in recent years.

2.4 Is the countryside important for nature conservation?

There is a Site of Special Scientific Interest at Hook Moor, notified under Section 28
of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. The Site comprises 5 sections of roadside
embankment along the A1. These embankments provide ideal habitat conditions for
the nationally rare thistle broomrape (Orobanche reticulata), present here in relative
abundance. Hook Moor is one of the top two sites for this species in the Britain.

Additionally, there are Sites of Ecological or Geological Importance (SEGI)
designated at Becca Banks and Parlington Hollins.

2.5 Are there any areas of historic importance?

The village is built along the Great North Road – originally of Roman construction.
The Parish is crossed by a Scheduled Ancient Monument (Class 1) in the form of an
earthwork known as Becca Banks and The Ridge. There are Class 2 Archaeological
Sites in the form of the Market Cross, located outside St Ricarius church and Becca
Mill.

2.6 Is the countryside being actively managed - e.g. Countryside Stewardship
schemes, Environmentally sensitive areas or countryside access scheme?

No.

2.7 Are there plans for major change on the boundaries of the parishes?

The former Parishes of Aberford, Lotherton cum Aberford, Parlington and Sturton
Grange merged in May 2002 to form the current parish, known as Aberford and
District. However, the Boundary Commission is currently undertaking a review of
Leeds City Ward boundaries and this may have some knock on effect for the Parish
boundary.
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3. Links between village and countryside:

3.1 Are there any natural or man-made features such as rivers, canals, roads or
railway corridors that link village and countryside?

The line of the former colliery railway between Aberford and Garforth known as “The
Fly Line” leads out into the Parlington Estate from the village and is a popular
bridleway. Cock Beck runs east-west and can be followed across country into Selby
District.

3.2 Are there distinctive design elements found in both the village and
countryside?

The use of magnesian limestone as the primary building material and black slate for
roofing.

3.3 Are there any memorable views either from the village to the countryside or
from the countryside to the village?

The countryside is generally not seen from the village, Aberford being in a dip.
However, views down into and across the village may be had from all directions, but
particularly north-south along the Great North Road.

3.4 How does the village sit in the landscape?

The village generally sits on either side, north – south, of the valley of the Cock Beck.
It is not therefore elevated above the surrounding countryside.

3.5 Are there any long distance or locally important footpaths, cycle ways or
bridleways linking village and country?

The Fly Line (see above).

THE ECONOMY

1. Employment:

1.1 Are local unemployment rates high? (Compare local rates with regional and
national averages for male, female and youth unemployment).

No – lower than the national, regional and local authority averages.

1.2 Has unemployment fallen or risen in recent years?

Static.
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1.3 Is the local economy dependent on specific industrial sectors?

INDUSTRIAL TYPE NUMBER
Retail 5
Agriculture/supplies 10
Architects 2
Construction 6
Domestic supplies/services 3
Business services 2
Pubs/hotels/B&B 4
Other 3

1.4 Is the number of jobs available locally increasing or decreasing?

Supply of employment is increasing with the expansion of new business in the village.
However, this is offset by the decline in agriculture and employment opportunities in
this sector.

1.5 What economic development/inward investment grants are available to
encourage new/existing business development.

None.

2. Retail and services:

2.1 How much of the local shopping provision is in the village, nearby market
towns, or out-of-town shopping centres?

The majority of shopping provision is in nearby market towns, Garforth and
Wetherby, with Tadcaster providing a more limited range of retail and services.
However, strong competition exists from 2 out of town supermarkets and nearby
Crossgates, towards Leeds city.

2.2 What types of shops and services are there in the village?

One general store, one post office/general store, one Fish and Chip shop, 3
pubs/hotel, one garage. Other services include newspaper delivery, window cleaning
and mobile library.

2.3 Has retail floorspace in the village been lost in the past 5 years?

No.

2.4 Are there any provision, livestock or farmers markets or farm shops?

No, although some local produce is available from farms in and around the village.
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2.5 How many new shops in the village have opened in the last three years?

One – general store.

3. Commercial and industrial property needs:

3.1 How much good quality office or industrial floorspace is vacant or on the
market?

None.

3.2 Are there sufficient premises at affordable rents for new small businesses?

Premises for new businesses tend to either be farm based enterprises or they have
taken advantage of property coming onto the market which is not suitable for housing,
for example the Almshouses. However, an area covered by the Plan between
Garforth and the M1, North Newhold, has been allocated for employment use in the
Unitary Development Plan, ensuring that there will be new growth in the local
economy for the foreseeable future.

3.3 Have vacancy levels for commercial premises increased or decreased in
recent years?

Static.

3.4 Are there any planned expansions of existing commercial and industrial
firms?

None known.

4. Tourism and visitor services:

4.1 What are the main tourist or visitor attractions, including festival and events
in nearby towns?

There are few real tourist attractions apart from Lotherton Hall which remains the
No.1 “free” tourist attraction in the Region, attracting over ¾ million visitors
annually. The village of Aberford seems to attract people for walking, cycling and
horseriding but not to stay. The Swan Hotel attracts large numbers of people
particularly in the evenings for meals.

4.2 How important is tourism related employment to the local economy?

Employment at Lotherton Hall is important both in terms of visitor facilities and in
maintaining the substantial parks and gardens.
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4.3 What is the range of tourist accommodation available in the area, including
hotels, B and B, camping, caravan, hostels?

The Swan Hotel provides limited overnight accommodation and there is only one
other advertising Bed and Breakfast provider in the village.

4.4 How many visitors come to the village or area and how long do they stay?

Very few overnight visitors for tourism purposes.

4.5 How seasonal is the visitor activity?

The Swan Hotel is more active during the Summer and at Christmas time. Lotherton
Hall is closed during January and February.

4.6 Is there a Tourist Information Centre in the village and how well is it used?

No. There is no information currently available for visitors and no outlets.

4.7 Is there a visitor guide or village trail/local walks leaflet?

No.

4.8 Does the village enter the ‘Best kept village’ competition?

No.

5. Business support:

5.1 Is there presence in the village of any business support service such as
Business Link?

No.

5.2 Are there any regular events which have the potential to draw the business
community together?

Not presently.

5.3 What is the current and likely future demand for broadband (>2Mbs)
communication services?

There are several IT based firms now operating gin the village and it is likely that
demand for Broadband from the business sector could be very high. At present 53
users have registered interest with BT for connection to Broadband on the Barwick in
Elmet Exchange.
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5.4 Is there a business directory or website for the village?

Yes: A privately operated website, Aberford.Net, serves the village, providing a portal
for both business and community.

SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY

The Ward of Barwick and Kippax is ranked 4191 out of a total of 8414 English Wards
in the 2000 Indices of Multiple Deprivation, where rank 1 is the most deprived.

1. Housing:

1.1 What types of houses/flats are currently available?

At present houses on the market are at the £150,000+ end of the market with little for
sale below this. The rented sector is largely confined to the Council Estates with a few
private houses and flats becoming available sporadically.

1.2 How much and what types of new housing is being planned in the parishes?

Between November 2001 and November 2002 there were 42 new dwellings granted
planning permission. This substantial growth in the overall housing stock comes on
top of major development over the last 10 years at Sturton Grange and Parlington
Villas. Virtually all new housing in the village has been for “executive” style housing
at the middle to top end of the market. No affordable homes have been built recently
and none are planned.

1.3 Is existing housing in good condition?

Yes. In general the housing stock is in good condition although few improvements
have been undertaken to the older council housing stock in recent years.

1.4 Is local housing affordable?

No. Aberford is a desirable location for the executive end of the market due its easy
access to York, Leeds and beyond on the motorway and its attractive rural
environment. Consequently, house prices are high little in the way of affordable
housing exists outside the ever reducing stock of council housing.

1.5 Is homelessness a problem?

Not known. There may well be hidden homelessness and certainly cases of people
having to leave the village due to lack of appropriate or affordable accommodation.

1.6 Do local people have priority in accessing affordable housing?

Yes.
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2. Health and public safety:

2.1 Does the number of Doctors and dentists meet the appropriate standards?

The village is served by 2 Doctors surgeries. No dental practices are available
however.

2.2 Is there a high incidence of crime in total and by type?

TYPE 2000 2001 2002 (to 15/12/02)
Burglary dwellings 13 11 22
Burglary others 12 27 17
Theft of motor
vehicle

3 2 4

Taking of motor
vehicle

2 4 2

Theft/damage
vehicle

10 9 21

Theft other 14 15 33
Assault 0 1 7
Drugs 0 0 26
Other crime 4 6 5
TOTALS 58 75 137

High crime rates in 2002 have been skewed due to 46 offences relating to an outdoor
music event held at Lotherton Hall, accounting for all the drug offences and a
majority of the Theft Other. Nonetheless, it is clear that the trend is upwards across
crime as a whole, with notable rises in Burglary, Theft/damage to vehicles and
Assault.

2.3 Are there any crime prevention measures in place?

The village has a Neighbourhood Watch scheme in operation.

2.4 Do background levels of noise, air quality and water quality meet or exceed
national standards? Identify any pollution blackspots.

Monitoring of background levels of noise will take place as a result of this Plan:
Noise is a problem throughout the village due to the proximity of the A1 and M1. This
has been worsened considerably in recent years since the opening of the A1/M1 link
road and consequent widening of the” by-pass”.

The Motorway may also be responsible for higher than normal pollution levels for a
rural location. The last Air quality monitoring was undertaken between July 2000 and
February 2001. This monitoring noted that:

a. PM10 particles exceeded the standard on 1 day out of 194 – well within
government guidelines
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b. Sulphur dioxide did not exceed the standard of 100 parts per billion, although
levels of 92 were reached.

c. The average levels of Nitrogen dioxide equaled government limits of 21 parts per
billion over the monitoring period.

2.5 Is there visible evidence of vandalism, unlit streets, litter or graffiti? Identify
any blackspots.

Some vandalism of public property does occur and littering and graffiti are a problem
around bus stops and at the Play Area in particular.

3. Local government and community organizations:

3.1 Do local residents have direct access to the Local Authority in the village?

No. The nearest access point is in Garforth at the One Stop Centre.

3.2 Are a large number of local people involved in community activities?

There are a substantial number of community groups and sports clubs active in the
village, including the Village Hall Committee, Aberford Albion, Aberford Sunbeams,
Yorkshire Countrywomen’s, Bowling Club, Horticultural Society, Tuesday Club and
Badminton Club.

3.3 Is there somebody who can help develop community involvement?

Youth outreach workers serve the village from nearby Allerton Bywater. No other
outreach workers serve the village specifically. Advice and assistance is available
from Yorkshire RCC and Leeds City Council on request.

3.4 Is the local community well represented on committees?

The Parish Council is represented on the Garforth and Swillington, Barwick and
Kippax Community Involvement Forum and the Police Forum.

3.5 Are there active neighbourhood forums, residents or tenants associations?

Neighbourhood Watch, plus the ward Community Involvement Forum.
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4. Sport, leisure and open space:

4.1 Are local sports and leisure facilities in good condition and in demand?

The only formal sports provision in the village are the football club (Aberford Albion)
tennis courts and bowling club. The Bowling Green is well maintained and has a
strong membership base. However, the tennis courts are in disrepair and access to
them is currently in dispute. Aberford Albion currently has few members in the village
but the facilities at the ground are good, albeit with some demand expressed for an all
weather pitch to be provided. Further afield, good sports provision is available in
Garforth, Tadcaster, Wetherby and Leeds.

4.2 Is there any unmet demand for specific sports or leisure facilities?

Some demand has been expressed for more facilities for young people such as a
skatepark, all weather surface and youth club.

4.3 Are local open spaces of a high quality?

Although surrounded by high quality countryside, Aberford does not enjoy a large
amount of formal open space which is openly accessible for informal recreation to the
public. Lotherton Hall does provide some facility in this respect and is well
maintained by Leeds City Council.

4.4 Are there any known threats of loss of open space or closure of facilities due
to either development proposals or reduction in budgets?

Concerns have been raised about the future of Lotherton Hall although no specific
threats are known at present. Similarly, the Parlington Estate which provides a large
amount of woodland walks in the area has a continuing uncertain future.

4.5 Are there adequate opportunities to pursue outdoor sporting activities?

Yes. An adequate network of bridleways exists for cycling and horse riding,
complemented by a further network of footpaths for walking. Limited rock climbing is
available in a former limestone quarry along Becca Banks.

4.6 Do many local people have to travel outside the village to take part in certain
sports?

With the exception of the football club, most sports are not adequately catered for in
the village and facilities in the nearby towns and in the city are utilized.

4.7 Does the provision of open space meet the National Playing Fields Association
standard of 2.4 hectares per 1000 population?

No. More publicly available open space is required in the village.
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5. Culture and heritage:

5.1 Are there regular events which have the potential to draw the whole
community together?

Events in the village centre around the activities of school and church. The annual
village fete is the major event where all groups can come together, although other
annual events occur such as the annual Horticultural Society Show.

5.2 Does the local community have a mechanism to report and comment on local
events and issues?

The village has 2 regular newsletters – one published by the Church and one by the
Parish Council. These, along with noticeboards throughout the village and the
Website provide the means for communications.

5.3 Does the village have adequate community venues?

The village hall provides the main community venue. However, this is of a poor
standard currently and is due for a major refurbishment to encourage use by new
groups and to facilitate the coming together of the community for regular events, for
which there appears to be strong demand judging by recent activities held there.

5.4 Does the village have any strong cultural associations such as famous people,
events, products or buildings?

Strong associations with Lotherton Hall and the Gascoigne family. The village is
probably best known for its fine Almshouses and in the past has been associated with
pin making and its location as a stopping place on the Great North Road.

5.5 Are there strong historic associations with the area ?

The historic houses of Becca Hall and Lotherton Hall, allied with the aforementioned
Almshouses and ancient fortifications such as Becca Banks and the Rein.

TRANSPORT AND ACCESSIBILITY

1. Ease of travel outside the local area:

1.1 What is the distance to a national network of dual carriageway roads from
the village centre?

The village is affectively enclosed by the A64 to the north, the A1 to the east and the
M1 to the south. The distance to all 3 is no more than 1 mile from the village centre.
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1.2 What is the distance and average travel times by car to the nearest market
towns from the village centre?

Garforth is the nearest market town and is approximately 3 miles distant – 10 minutes
by car to its centre. Wetherby and Tadcaster are both within easy reach
approximately 10 miles distant and reached in 15 minutes.

1.3 What improvements are planned for the local/regional highway network in
the area?

Upgrading of the A1/A64 junction (Bramham Crossroads) is planned. The A1 from
Ferrybridge to the south to Hook Moor at the south end of the village is due for
upgrading to motorway standard.

1.4 How far is the nearest train station from the village centre?

Micklefield provides a train station some 3 miles away although there is no bus
connection. The line here provides frequent connections to York and Leeds. Garforth
on the same line is a little further away but connected to the village by bus.

1.5 What is the travel time to the nearby centres of employment / retail / leisure
facilities by public transport?

Travel time to Leeds city centre is 40 minutes by bus. The village is served by bus
routes going to Wetherby (30 minutes), Garforth (15 minutes) and Leeds – the main
hubs for employment, retail and leisure. There are approximately 15 bus stops
throughout the village.

1.6 What improvements are planned for the public transport infrastructure and
services in the area?

None known.

1.7 Is it as quick and easy to travel to the nearby market towns by public
transport as it is car?

No.

2. Ease of access to services:

2.1 Are bus and train times convenient for travelling to work and children going
to school?

The village is well served by buses into Leeds (30 service a day) with a less regular
service into Garforth and Wetherby (7 services a day). School bus services are
adequate.
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2.2 Do bus services travel to all parts of the parishes where there are residents?

No. Bus services do not travel south of Cattle Lane (the Barwick in Elmet road)
along Main Street. Residents at the south of the village and in outlying areas have no
nearby provision.

2.3 How easy is it to get to health, education, cultural and retail services by
public transport?

It is relatively easy to access facilities in centres such as Wetherby, Garforth and
Crossgates, particularly the latter.

3. Ease of movement around the parish:

3.1 Are there any seriously congested junctions or parts of local roads?

Congestion occurs at the centre of the village from Moon Hill to The Swan Hotel
where rush hour, combined with school drop off/pick up causes serious congestion in
morning and afternoon. Additionally, the section of Main Street north of the bridge to
Pump Hill suffers from excessive and poor parking and a convergence of several
roads causing access difficulties at peak times.

3.2 Have there been many road traffic accidents involving pedestrians and
cyclists?

None recently.

3.3 Are there any particular locations where there is conflict between cars, buses
and heavy vehicles and pedestrians?

The part of Main Street where Becca Lane and Field Lane converge at Pump Hill
does see conflict due to a narrowing of the road and a significant number of parked
cars. Heavy vehicles in particular are a danger at this location.

Heavy vehicles are a hazard throughout the length of Main Street.

3.4 Is there any parking provision in the village centre?

Private parking in the Swan Hotel.

3.5 How many public buildings and shops have disabled access?

None. The Village Hall and Primary School have limited access but could not be
described as “disabled friendly”..
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3.6 Are their any traffic management measures in place?

Restricted parking on Main Street between the Post Office and Village Shop. There
are no safe designated crossing points of any roads, although a Lollipop Lady does
serve to assist children crossing Main Street in morning and afternoon. Rumble strips
exit on the northern entrance to the village and on the Wakefield Road towards
Garforth.

3.7 Are pavements in good condition and are there dropped kerbs at crossing
points?

Pavements along Main Street North have recently been improved, however, generally
pavements throughout the village are narrow and in many areas only exist on one
side of the road. Dropped kerbs generally exist. There are numerous locations where
flag pavements are in a poor condition.

3.8 Is there secure cycle parking at convenient locations in the village?

No.

3.9 How easy is it to walk to and from school?

Walking to school is reasonably secure due to the Lollipop Lady assisting crossing
outside the Village Shop. However, traffic along Main Street at School drop off/pick
up times has made crossing the road in the centre of the village anywhere but at this
point hazardous.

3.10 Is there any through traffic in the village which could be re-routed away
from the centre?

Heavy vehicles could be banned from using the village as a rat run, utilizing the
A1/M1 instead. Parents dropping off/picking up need to have a more responsible
attitude, although at present there are no restrictions on where they park on Main
Street in the centre of the village.
Traffic does come into the village from Barwick in Elmet to access the A1/M1.
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3. WHERE WE’VE COME FROM - A BRIEF HISTORY
OF ABERFORD.

Aberford grew around the north-south crossing of the River Cock. Today it is no more
than a small stream, but in ancient days it was a much larger river and fordable here.
Hence the name – a derivation of either Aber ,Celtic for a confluence of 2 rivers (the
Cock & the Crow) and Ford - or Aedburgh’s Ford. The ford became the road, which
led to the founding of the village: From Celtic track, to Roman road, to Great North
Road, to Link Road motorway – a cavalcade of history has passed this way. This road
has always been a key route from north to south of the country .

On either side of the road, the fertile land was divided up into 4 estates belonging to
influential families. Each of these families left their marks on the landscape and
provided employment to the villagers. Thus the community grew, servicing the needs
of the road-users, tending the land and extracting the coal and stone beneath.

Pre Roman – the Brigantes.

In the Iron Age, Brigantia was the largest tribal territory in Britain, covering the
whole of Northern England. The Brigantes were Celts who came from Europe to
settle in Britain from about 600 BC. They travelled across the marshes of the Vale of
York along primitive trackways; many of them following the raised mounds of sand
& gravel left by the last Ice. The Roman road builders later re-used many of these
ancient causeways so it is quite possible that the Roman Ridge through Aberford
followed the line of an even older track fording the River Cock.

There is an Iron Age hill fort at Barwick and from here a line of entrenchments,
known as Becca Banks follow Cock Beck eastwards to Aberford and continue as The
Rein for another mile. Another trench finishes at Lotherton. It is not known exactly
when they were built, but one possibility is that they were a Brigantian defence
against the Romans.

The Romans.

Some historians refer to the Roman Ridge through Aberford as Ermine Street; others
call it The Alternative Route North. According to the latter version, Ermine Street
continued north from Lincoln, crossing the Humber Estuary at Brough and entering
York from the east. The Alternative Route (through Aberford) branched west from
Lincoln, through Doncaster, Castleford, Tadcaster & into York from the west. This
route was 20 miles longer but much less hazardous & often quicker.

Aberford’s strung out “ribbon” development has evolved on either side of the
classically straight Roman Ridge road. Just south of Hook Moor Lodges, the modern
road bends whilst the line of the Roman one continues in a straight line north through
the small wood which straddles the Garforth road. The agger (embankment) raising
the road higher than the surrounding ground is clearly visible in the wood and further
south on the A656 to Castleford. At the northern end of the village, near Black Horse
Farm, the Roman road bears north-east from the motorway and past Nuthill Farm.
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The Kingdom of Elmet

With the fall of the Roman Empire and the withdrawal of Roman troops between 407
– 411AD,the kingdom of Elmet became the battleground between the surviving Celts,
and the incoming wave of Anglo Saxons from Germany. The Kingdom of Elmet,
with its royal court at Barwick, was only about 40 miles by 20 miles – from the
Pennines to the Vale of York and between the Wharfe and the Aire – and the second
possible explanation of Becca Banks earthworks is that they were built in the 7th

Century to defend the Kingdom against Saxon attacks. The first church in Aberford
was built in Saxon times: St. Riquier, from Picardy in France, was converted by Irish
missionaries in the early 7th Century and came to Britain in 630. He visited Aberford
and our St.Ricarius church is the only one in Britain dedicated to him.

In 655 the Christian Northumbrian army under King Oswy defeated King Penda’s
Mercian & Welsh army at the Battle of Whinmoor. The 80 year old pagan Penda was
killed. The Venerable Bede, writing 50+ years later describes “more Mercians
drowned as they fled across the Winwaed river than had fallen to the sword.” It is
thought that the Winwaed was Cock Beck, bringing us to possibility No.3 for Becca
Banks – a defence against the Mercians. King Oswy had vowed that if he was
victorious over Penda he would build 12 monasteries. The first known mention of
Aberford is as the possible site of a Saxon monastery, said to have been built in 655
“at Tadcaster, Newton Kyme or Aberford.” There has long been speculation that the
monastery remains may be in the grounds of Aberford House, opposite the church.

Medieval: 1066 –1485.

After the Norman Conquest, William carved England into 27 fiefdoms, huge blocks
of land each to be controlled from a castle. These were given to his loyal Norman
followers in exchange for military service. The most powerful lord in this area was
Ilbert de Laci. He was granted 162 manors in Yorkshire. In 1071 Earl Edwin of
Mercia, who had been allowed to keep some of his lands, rebelled against the king.
His lands, including the manor of Kippax, Ledston and Barwick, were added to de
Laci’s holdings, thus bringing Aberford into his possession. By 1086 the Saxons had
accepted the inevitable and William ordered a great survey of his kingdom for tax
purposes. The Domesday Survey shows the king as the largest landowner in West
Yorkshire, closely followed by de Laci. As we know that a church existed in Aberford
before the Conquest, it is strange that we get no mention in the Domesday Book. The
manors of Parlington, Hazlewood, Garforth and Sturton Grange are mentioned.

By 1166 Aberford was held by Richard le Gramaire. The Norman Church was built
using local magnesian limestone.
In 1251 Henry III granted a weekly Wednesday market to Richard le Gramaire, plus
an annual fair on the feast of St.Riquier at his manor of Aberford. At this time the
market cross was first erected adjacent to the churchyard.

16th & 17th centuries: Tudors, Stuarts & Commonwealth

Parlington Hall was built by Lord Wentworth in 1520 and sold with the farmlands
surrounding Lotherton Hall, for £600 to John Gascoigne of Lasingcroft in 1546.
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The Civil War seems to have passed Aberford by. Whilst Roundheads and Cavaliers
were killing each other at Marston Moor 10 miles north, Aberford was being ravaged
by plague. The Church Registers record the increased death rate and victims were
hastily buried. The outbreak was in 1643-4. The weekly market was moved away
from the centre of the village in an attempt to prevent the spread of the disease. The
market cross went too and didn’t return to Aberford until 1912. It was restored and re-
erected in front of the church gates to commemorate the coronation of George V.

Aberford’s pin-making industry was well established by the 17th Century, producing
domestic and hackle pins for wool combing and dressing flax. In 1769 it was said that
Aberford was “famous for nothing but pins.” But the industry had died out by 1820.

The coaching era: 18th century – mid 19th century.

The 18th Century represents the pinnacle of Aberford’s history, a time when it
expanded rapidly & throbbed with activity as the Great North Road grew ever more
busy. The quarries must also have been busy as many fine houses, inns, stable blocks,
shops, workshops, the Post Office & the first of many estate workers cottages were
built. The appalling state of the roads had been improved by a series of Turnpike Acts,
establishing a system of tolled roads. The section of the Great North Road through
Aberford was part of the Ferrybridge & Boroughbridge Turnpike. The crumbling
remains of the toll-house can still be seen at the northern end of the village.

The Coaching Era ended abruptly, with the expansion of the railway network in the
1840’s.The Turnpike Trusts no longer took in enough money to maintain the roads
properly. By 1895 all the Trusts and tolls had been suspended. Without the urgency
of the Stage and Mail coaches, bringing news of national events and important people,
Aberford, became a backwater again, serving local and regional horse drawn traffic.

The Gascoigne connection.

The first Gascoigne (from Gascony in south-west France) came to England with
William the Conqueror. The family had estates at Gawthorpe Hall, Harewood,
Lasingcroft & Barnbow Hall before coming to Aberford. Having bought Parlington
Hall in 1546,the Gascoignes finally made it their main residence in 1721.In 1725 Sir
Edward Gascoigne, 6th Baronet, married Mary Hungate of nearby Huddleston Hall &
settled down to family life at Parlington. His younger son, Thomas became the 8th

Baronet in 1762.He had been educated in France – perhaps the source of his strongly
held political opinions, famously demonstrated by the Triumphal Arch in Parlington
Park: It was intended as a grand entrance to a new Hall. The Hall was never built, but
the stone already cut was used for the Arch, designed by Thomas Leverton and based
on the Arch of Titus in Rome. At the end of the American War of Independence,
Britain signed the Treaty of Paris in 1783, recognising the independence of her former
American colonies. It was celebrated by Sir Thomas on his Triumphal Arch with the
inscription, “LIBERTY IN N.AMERICA TRIUMPHANT MDCCLXXXIII”. The
Prince Regent is supposed to have accepted an invitation to Parlington, but turned
back in a rage when he saw the Arch.
.
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Sir Thomas died in 1810 and strictly speaking that was the end of the Gascoigne
bloodline. However, his step daughter married an Irishman, Richard Oliver, who took
the name and arms of Gascoigne and inherited the Parlington Estate. He spent the next
33 years there and developed the Gascoigne coal pits and built the Aberford Fly Line.
In 1833,when his existing pits were worked out, he opened Isabella Pit in Garforth,
named after his elder daughter; shortly followed by Elizabeth Pit after his younger
daughter. The Sisters Pit,(close to today’s Safeways)opened in 1843, was named for
them both. He built the Aberford Railway, a private branch of the Leeds –Selby line
in 1835 to transport coal from Garforth to the Great North Road at Aberford (end of
Parlington Lane.) ; a 3 mile journey through Hawks Nest and Parlington Woods. In
1837 a passenger wagon, called The High Flyer was coupled to the coal wagons on 2
days a week so that Aberfordians could visit Leeds market – hence the name “Fly
Line”. The Fly Line closed in 1924, following the sale of the Gascoigne pits.

Richard Oliver Gascoigne died in 1843 & his daughters inherited the estate. It was
Mary Isabella & Elizabeth Gascoigne who gave Aberford its most distinctive
landmark, the imposing Gothic style Almshouses designed by George Fowler Jones
and built 1843-1845. This magnificent edifice housed only a matron and 8 workers
chosen by the Gascoignes from their estate. New almshouses were built by the
Trustees in 1980 and the original building has now been converted to offices.

Returning to the 19th Century – the two Gascoigne sisters married two Trench cousins
and the Yorkshire estates were divided between them. Mary Isabella and Frederick
Charles Trench stayed at Parlington and he took the Gascoigne surname. Elizabeth
married Frederick Mason Trench. They took the Lotherton estate, which had been
bought by her father in 1825. They had no children so both estates were eventually
inherited by Mary Isabella’s son, Colonel Frederick Gascoigne. He and his wife
Gwendolen remodelled Lotherton Hall to create its present structure. When the
Colonel inherited Parlington Hall in 1905, it was abandoned then finally demolished
in the late1950’s. On the death of Colonel Gascoigne in 1937, the estates passed to his
son, Sir Alvary Gascoigne, British Ambassador to the U.S.S.R. When he retired in
1953, he and his 2nd wife, Lady Lorna Gascoigne came to live at Lotherton Hall, until
his death in 1969. His only son had been killed in action in World War 2, so in 1968
the Gascoignes gave the house & contents to the City of Leeds, with an endowment
fund for buying works of art. It opened as a museum in 1969.

Church , Chapel and School - 19th / early 20th centuries.

Methodism was born in the 18th Century and so was Sammy Hick; one of 13 children
he was born in Aberford in 1758. He later became the Micklefield blacksmith. He was
converted to Methodism after hearing John Wesley preach in Leeds and & co-founded
the Methodist movement in Garforth. In 1814 he helped to build the first Methodist
Chapel in Aberford (behind the present Elda House.)His fame spread after 1817 when
the legend of Sammy Hick’s miracle was born: Flour was needed to bake seed-bread
for the Methodist love feast, but the millers had been unable to grind during a long
spell of windless dry weather. Sammy took his wheat to Hicklam Mill, near Hook
Moor crossroads, told the miller to prepare the sails & prayed. A breeze arose, just
sufficient to grind Sammy’s wheat, then stopped. When he died in 1829 thousands
followed his funeral procession to attend the service in St.Ricarius church.
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St.Ricarius Church was “restored” with Victorian thoroughness in 1861;virtually
demolished and rebuilt at a cost of £3,000 to a design by Anthony Salvin. Only the
Norman tower and one window survived. No medieval stained glass remains.

Close to the church is the school which has always been linked to it, built around the
ancient Tithe Barn. In 1817 a front porch and Infants classroom was added and the
school pronounced Aberford National School. Opposite the school are two redbrick
timbered houses unlike any others in the village. They were also built in 1817 by
Oriel College, to house the headmaster and a church worker. By 1909 the school had
250 children. Until 1954 it was a “through school”, from Infants to school leaving
age. In 1954, 11 year olds transferred to the new Parlington Secondary School.

By the 19th Century the Wednesday market had moved to the junction of Main Street
and Cattle Lane. By 1822 it had dwindled away but the corner was still used for
visiting circuses & seeds bazaars. The Green beside the Arabian Horse became a
venue for pot stalls & cheapjacks in the late 19th Century and for the Salvation Army
band on Sundays. The Arabian Horse, formerly called The Bay Horse, got its present
name when people came from miles around to see the first Arabian horses to arrive in
England, stranded in Aberford on their way to Middleham. The droving trade
survived until the late 19th Century and the wide grass verge from Hook Moor to
Bunkers Hill survives to remind us that it was once a drover’s road. Pinfolds for stray
animals existed at the bottom of Lotherton Lane & in Field Lane.

The 20th century.

Lotherton Hall was used as a VAD hospital for wounded soldiers during the 1st World
War. Typically, the Gascoignes refused to accept a government grant and paid all
expenses. A tented camp was erected in Parlington Park and nearby Church House
was used as Officers’ quarters. The War Memorial on Bunkers Hill was unveiled in
March 1922. It records the names of 24 Aberford men killed in World War 1.In 1923
a stained glass war memorial window was added to the church.

During the inter-war years, as cars became somewhat more affordable, the Great
North Road ,after years of torpor began to get busier. The water mill closed in 1920
and was transformed into a garage with petrol pumps. During the 20’s and 30’s city
folk came in their droves into the countryside, as ramblers or cyclists. Aberford was a
popular destination. Addy’s café and the Tollbar café opened to serve their needs.
There were 11 shops in the village at this time, still plenty of pubs, a bank and a bus
depot (the Red & White Bus Co. operating a service to Leeds in the 1920’s.) The
Village Hall was opened in 1923,replacing a wheelwright’s shop. Aberford did its bit
during the 2nd World War by raising £5,000 for a Spitfire, P8640 Aberford. The army
again used the Parlington estate; No.3 Vehicle Repair Depot was established and the
maintenance ramps can still be seen along the avenue to the Triumphal Arch.

Post war to the present.

The death of Sir Alvary’s only son signalled the end of the Gascoigne line. The final
severance of the Gascoigne connection came in the 1960’s & 70’s with two massive
auction sales, the first in October 1964. 51 cottages in Aberford went under the
hammer, sold to sitting tenants for approximately £100 each.
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By the turn of the Millennium the coalpits & quarries had been worked out; the
church is amalgamated with Micklefield; Hazlewood Castle has changed from
ancestral home, to Carmelite retreat house, to hotel and restaurant. Becca Hall was
used by the C.E.G.B and then the National Grid from 1990-98, sold in 2000 to
developers and its future is still uncertain. The Almshouses were sold by auction in
London in 1993 for £141,500 & have recently been converted into offices. Lotherton
Hall is now a museum , Bird Garden and leisure park run by Leeds City Council. The
Parlington Estate, more than 2,000 acres of beautiful woodland, pasture and farmland,
is owned by an Insurance company. The biggest change of all for the village whose
existence throughout its history has depended on the road running through it, came in
1962 with the By Pass.

The A1 London to Edinburgh trunk road

Whilst Aberford has grown up along the Great North Road, the increase in traffic
following World War II led to congestion in the relatively narrow main street and
during the 1950s it became increasingly difficult to cross from one side of the village
main street to the other. The A1 by-pass opened in 1962 and the village returned to
relative tranquillity. Later the M1 motorway was constructed, finishing at the M62
south of Leeds. Subsequently plans were developed for linking the M1 and A1 but
original plans for the ideal route between Barwick in Elmet and Scholes met with
severe local objections and a new route was developed whereby the 2 roads would
meet just south of Aberford. Despite local objections, the plans were approved after a
public enquiry and details of noise abatement and landscaping were detailed in the
Inspectors Report. However, details of the noise abatement measures were largely
ignored with minimum standards being met in aspects of design and landscaping.

The village was promised that the old A1 North carriageway would be used to build a
noise reduction mound but errors by the Highway Authority meant that not enough
land was taken so the old northbound carriageway had to used as a feeder lane for the
soon to be upgraded A1. An intermittent two metre high wooden fence was erected
instead with the result that noise abatement is practically non existent. The use of
concrete as the road surface to the south of the village has also generated excessive
noise and the equivalent stretch of concrete by neighbouring Garforth was tarmaced
over within a year. The Government’s Rural White Paper of 2000, “Our Countryside:
the future”, has promised to put “low noise surfaces on…all concrete roads, over the
next 10 years”.

The future increase in traffic on the motorway as the A1 from Ferrybridge to Hook
Moor is upgraded to motorway standard over the next few years will lead to more
noise and air pollution. For the planners, the A1-M1 link road has been an undoubted
success as Leeds continues to flourish as a city. For Aberford, the scheme has been an
environmental disaster.
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4. MAKING ABERFORD A BETTER PLACE TO
LIVE,WORK AND VISIT.

i Our Vision:

The following is the Vision Statement which was agreed through the Planning for
Real exercise held in the Parish. This Statement is the primary guide for all which
follows on within this Action Plan.

“Our Vision is to create a community which is both
attractive and safe for residents, young and old, to live and
work in. Aberford will grow into a centre which provides for
the needs of all its residents whilst maintaining its; essential
character as an agricultural village, surrounded by highly
valued farm and parkland.”

We want Aberford to:

 Be a safer community for all residents, particularly our children.

 Be place which encourages more communal activity and have a very
real and visible “community spirit”.

 Have more facilities for use by residents.

 Have better public transport links with nearby “market” towns.

 Maintain its farming identity; resisting expansion into the Green Belt
and protecting the valuable countryside that lies within that Belt.

 Suffer less from the impact of traffic, whether through the village or
bypassing it on the motorway.

 Become more self reliant with decisions and actions taken by the
community and its representatives locally.

 Have cleaner streets and footpaths – become a more attractive village.

 Welcome development only where it respects the character of the place
and adds value to our community.
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ii Key Objectives:

Following on from our Vision and the principles expressed with it, the following
amount to our Objectives for the life of this Plan, in other words the next 15 – 20
years. These Objectives are what we hope to achieve in due course through a
properly planned programme of action, including taking advantage of funding
opportunities to improve the fabric of the village, influencing other organisations
and agencies to assist us in achieving our Vision and, fundamentally, by self help
– the process of involving individuals and organisations within Aberford in
initiating and undertaking improvements and activities.

1. Improving our Transport and Roads: To create a higher quality, safer
transport infrastructure serving the Parish and connecting us effectively to
our neighbouring towns and villages, for the benefit of all users.

2. Enhancing the Natural and Built Environment: To ensure that future
growth and development generates benefits for residents and visitors through
the protection and enhancement of the environment throughout the village
and surrounding countryside.

3. Better facilities for the whole Community: To provide greater
opportunities for residents to access a wider range of economic and social
benefits within the Parish.

4. A Better Future for our Young People: To involve our young people in
the process of change and ensure their voice is heard in order to invest in
facilities which will be of benefit to them and to future generations.

5. Making our Community Safe: To reduce the fear of crime and actual crime
in the Parish so that Aberford remains a safe and secure place for people to
live, work and visit.

6. Planning the Future: To build the capacity of the community to take charge
of its own affairs and to take control of decisions affecting the future
development of the Parish.
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iii Key Policies:

The following policies are designed to turn the Vision and Objectives of the Plan
into reality by providing clear targets towards which we can move and to explain
clearly to all exactly what we aspire to in terms of the future of our community.

Key Policy 1: Work to reduce the impact of road traffic upon the serenity
and safety of the village by monitoring usage levels and bringing forward
projects to reduce speed and numbers of vehicle journeys.

Key Objectives addressed – 1, 4

Key Policy 2: Ensure that public and community transport is made available
to meet the needs of the community in terms of accessing employment,
leisure, welfare and educational opportunities not available in the Parish

Key Objectives addressed – 1, 3, 4

Key Policy 3: Reduce the impact of the ByPass upon the village in terms of
noise, air and visual pollution.

Key Objectives addressed – 1, 2, 4

Key Policy 4: Develop a spirit of self reliance and “can-do” in the community
and among its representatives to ensure improvements to the village are
undertaken quickly and efficiently and to the standards expected.

Key Objectives addressed – 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

Key Policy 5: Reduce the impact of anti social behaviour upon the
attractiveness of the Parish, whether it be graffiti, littering, damage to
property, dog fouling or other activities detrimental to our environment.

Key Objectives addressed – 2, 4, 5

Key Policy 6: Seek to bring about proper investment in our public buildings
and facilities to ensure that all residents have adequate access to leisure,
educational and communal activities.

Key Objectives addressed – 3, 4



33

Key Policy 7: Maintain the Green Belt against all inappropriate development,
ensuring that the countryside surrounding the village maintains, as far as is
practicable, its present character of farm, wood and park land for economic
and recreational purposes.

Key Objectives addressed – 2, 3, 4

Key Policy 8: Ensure that new development in the Parish pays due heed to
principles of good design and respect for the particular character of the
place, including vernacular styles, building materials, amenity value of open
spaces, housing density guidelines and impact upon existing residents. The
Parish Council to show the way through influence on the UDP and best
practice in project implementation designed to improve the natural and built
environment of the Parish.

Key Objectives addressed – 2, 3

Key Policy 9: Ensure that all residents of the Parish are well informed about
activities and issues affecting Aberford and District and information
regarding such is easily accessible to all.

Key Objectives addressed – 3, 6

Key Policy 10: Provide a voice for the young people of the community to
determine their own needs and aspirations and to assist wherever possible in
bringing forward development work which meets these needs.

Key Objectives addressed - 4

Key Policy 11: Keep under review the balance of housing stock with regard
to ensuring the reasonable availability of affordable accommodation for local
people.

Key Objectives addressed – 3, 4
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5. THE ACTION PLAN.

The following projects have been developed through the Planning for Real process
and represents the first 3 year Action Plan for improving the village for
implementation from April 2003 – March 2006.

The projects are first brigaded by priority/financial year (below), followed by a
tabular presentation setting out partners, potential funders, timetable for action and
the outcome of the project.

A. PROJECTS COMPLETED/ON-GOING:

T2: Main Street Resurfacing: The poor condition of Main Street has received sporadic
remedial action through the year and the promise of a £145,000 renovation programme from Leeds
City Council for completion during 2002/03. Work has yet to commence.

E1: Village Gateway Signs: 4 Stone signs constructed at the Gateways to the Village on
Cattle Lane, Lotherton Lane and Main Street north and south.

E3: New litterbins, Main Street: First of requested bins installed at the bottom of
Parlington Lane and at the football pitch. New locations to be decided and LCC advised.

CF1: New/Improved village benches: 17 benches exist through the village: 11 of these
have been identified for renovation or replacement. The first of these has been repaired and an
application is pending to the Community Involvement Team for work on the remainder.

CF5: School Playing Grounds lease: Negotiations are on-going between representatives
of the Parlington Estate and Leeds City Council.

CF10: Improved access to the Parlington Estate: Negotiations between the Parish
Council and Leeds City Council are currently on-going with a view to improving the existing
Rights of Way network. Further action is required to address access to the rest of the Estate which
is currently off limits to the public.

CF11: Community Newsletter and communications: The parish enjoys newsletters
distributed by the Churches and the Parish Council separately: Work is required to bring these
together/co-ordinate action. Additionally, the Parish Council needs to address issues of wider
regular communication with the community through web sites and noticeboards.

CP1: Improved liaison with Leeds City Council: The Parish Council is already
represented on the Community Involvement Forum. Furthermore, good relations have been
established with the Planning Department as a result of the Parish Plan – this relationship needs to
be strengthened in order to improve understanding.
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B. PROJECTS 2003/04.

T1: A1/M1 Noise Reduction Measures: Monitoring and assessment of noise levels
followed by improvements to road surface and anti noise barriers.

E2: Gas Sub Station Landscaping: Tree planting and improved landscaping at this
Gateway to the north end of the village.

E5: Extended Hours for Lengthsman: Currently contracted for 6 hours per week, the
extending of hours will result in better coverage of the village and addressing regular litter
blackspots.

CF2: Play Areas Improvements: Establish a working group to assess the need and bring
for proposals for improvements to the village play areas.

CF4: Beckside South Landscaping Improvements: Landscaping and tree planting
(outline project brief approved by the Parish Council).

CF7: Under 5s Play/Care Provision Enhancement: Aberford Sunbeams to bring
forward proposals to improve the service provided to the very young.

CF8: Improvements to the Village Hall: The Village Hall Committee to co-ordinate
renovations of the village’s only community building, to enable better revenue generation and
extend the use of the Hall.

CF12: Tennis Courts: Resolve current uncertainties regarding the ownership of the Tennis
Courts and ensure renovation takes place so the facility can be utilised by the whole community.

Y1: Youth Forum: Work with LCC Youth Services to establish a voice for young people in
the village, so that projects can be brought forward to meet their currently unmet needs.

Y3: After School Club: The Primary School to bring forward proposals for this facility for
pupils.

CS3: Safer Main Street School Crossing: Work with LCC Highways Department and
the School to resolve the dangerous crossing which is compounded by parents dropping
off/picking up children at the Primary School. Investigate the potential for a Walking Bus scheme.

CS4: Weight Restrictions on through traffic: Establish a 7.5 tonnes weight limit for
the village (except for access), such as exists in Micklefield and Garforth to prevent heavy
vehicles using Main Street as a rat run. WY Police to undertake a traffic survey in 2002/03 to
provide evidence.

CP2: Theme Groups to take the Plan forward: Members of the community to be
invited to join theme groups led by Parish Councillors in order to take forward the Projects
detailed here. 4 Theme Groups are proposed: Environment and Transport, Community Facilities,
Young People, Community Safety.

CP3: Monitoring and Evaluation: Annual evaluation of progress towards achieving the
Plan’s objectives, to be undertaken by the Parish Council.
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C. PROJECTS 2004/05:

E4: Annual Clean Up Aberford Day/Aberford in Bloom: Community action day
aimed at cleaning up blackspots/Annual event aimed at encouraging greater civic pride.

E6: Improvements to Main Street Railings: Restoration of the railings along Main
Street (west) and replacement of sub standard railings along Moon Hill.

E7: Hook Moor Site of Special Scientific Interest: Working with English Nature to
provide some interpretative material/information boards on why the site is of significance.
Investigate opportunities for limited access to the site.

E8: Village Design Statement: Work with LCC Planning Department and others to
establish a definitive statement of the built heritage/design of the village, building on the Parish
Plan, for use as Supplementary Planning Guidance in all Town and Country planning matters,
leading to improvements to the visual appearance of Aberford.

CF9: Young’s Court Allotments: Community Orchard: Feasibility study into the
potential for re-utilising the Allotments as a Community Orchard and open space.

Y1: Youth Club and Activities: Work with the Youth Forum once established to identify
opportunities for Youth activities and a dedicated space for young people in the village.

D. PROJECTS 2005/06.

T3: Improved Bus Services: Garforth and Wetherby: Improved services to both
towns for access to employment, services and leisure.

T4: Community Minibus: Work with the school and other community groups to assess the
demand for a minibus for use in the community.

CF3: Village Open Space Development, Beckside (West): Investigate the potential
for publicly available open space at Beckside.

CF6: Permanent Classrooms to replace Portacabins: Investigate with the school the
potential for upgrading current portacabin accommodation.

Y4: Multi Purpose All Weather Pitch: Investigate with LCC and the School the
potential for an all year round surface at the Playing Fields/tennis courts for use by all.

CS1: Speed Restrictions, Main Street: Consider the potential for a central area 20mph
speed zone along Main Street and adjoining streets.

CS2: Improved Street Lighting: Investigate any areas where street lighting is currently
not present or substandard and lobby for improvements.

CP3: Monitoring and Evaluation: Full review of the Action Plan in order to bring
forward the next 3 year tranche of projects.
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partners resources timescale outcomesACTION

T1: AI/M1 NOISE
REDUCTION
MEASURES

T2: MAIN STREET
RESURFACING.

T3: IMPROVED BUS
SERVICES:GARFOR
TH & WETHERBY.

T4: COMMUNITY
MINIBUS SCHEME.

PARISH COUNCIL
LEEDS C.C
H’WAYS AGENCY
YORKSHIRE LINK

LEEDS CITY
COUNCIL

£145,000
ALLOCATED FOR
RESURFACING IN
2002/03.

HIGHWAYS
AGENCY

2003/04 ONWARDS

2002/03

REDUCED NOISE
THROUGH THE
VILLAGE.

REDUCED DAMAGE
TO PRIVATE CARS.
REDUCED NOISE.

METRO
PARISH COUNCIL

PRIMARY SCHOOL
PARISH COUNCIL

COUNTRYSIDE
AGENCY
LOTTERY
PARISH COUNCIL

COUNTRYSIDE
AGENCY
METRO

2005/06

2005/06 BETTER ACCESS TO
JOBS/SERVICES:
REDUCED CAR
USEAGE.

BETTER
OPPORTUNITIES
FOR LEISURE /
RECREATION.
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partners resources timescale outcomesACTION

E1: VILLAGE
GATEWAY NAME
SIGNS.

E2: GAS SUB
STATION
LANDSCAPING.

E3: NEW
LITTERBINS, MAIN
STREET.

E4: “CLEAN UP
ABERFORD”
DAY/ABERFORD IN
BLOOM (ANNUAL)

PARISH COUNCIL
GREEN LEEDS

PARISH COUNCIL
BRITISH GAS

PARISH COUNCIL
LEEDS CITY
COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL
COMMUNITY
GROUPS.

GREEN LEEDS
CHARITY HORSE
SHOW
£5000 TOTAL COSTS

BRITISH GAS

LEEDS CITY
COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL

COMPLETED
NOVEMBER 2002.

BY END OF 2003/04

ON-GOING:
PARLINGTON LANE
LITTER BIN
INSTALLED NOV 02.

SUMMER 2004 AND
ON-GOING.

ANNUAL
OPPORTUNITY TO
TACKLE LITTER
BLACK SPOTS.

IMPROVED
ENVIRONMENT
FOR ALL.

IMPROVED
GATEWAY TO THE
NORTH END OF
THE VILLAGE.

IMPROVED
GATEWAYS TO THE
VILLAGE.
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partners resources timescale outcomesACTION

E5: EXTENDED
HOURS FOR THE
LENGTHSMAN.

E6:
IMPROVEMENTS
TO MAIN STREET
RAILINGS.

E7: HOOK MOOR
SITE OF SPECIAL
SCIENTIFIC
INTEREST.

E8: VILLAGE
DESIGN
STATEMENT.

LEEDS CITY
COUNCIL
PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL
LEEDS CITY
COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL
LEEDS CITY
COUNCIL
ENGLISH NATURE

PARISH COUNCIL
BUSINESSES.
LEEDS CITY
COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL
BUSINESSES

ENGLISH NATURE

LEEDS CITY
COUNCIL
PARISH COUNCIL
LOCAL BUSINESS

LEEDS CITY
COUNCIL

2003/04

2004/05

2004/05 A BETTER
PLANNED AND
CONSERVED BUILT
HERITAGE.
VILLAGE.

INTERPRETATION
AND
IMPROVEMENTS
TO THE SSSI.

SAFER AND MORE
ATTRACTIVE MAIN
STREET.

CLEANER MORE
ATTRACTIVE
ENVIRONMENT
FOR ALL.

2004/05



40

partners resources timescale outcomesACTION

CF1:
NEW/IMPROVED
VILLAGE BENCHES.

CF2: PLAY AREAS
IMPROVEMENTS.

CF3: VILLAGE OPEN
SPACE
DEVELOPMENT,
BECKSIDE (WEST).

CF4: BECKSIDE
SOUTH
LANDSCAPING
IMPROVEMENTS.

PARISH COUNCIL
LEEDS CITY
COUNCIL

PRIMARY SCHOOL
ABERFORD
SUNBEAMS
PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL
LOTTERY
LEEDS CITY
COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL
LOCAL RESIDENTS
HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY

PARISH COUNCIL

NEW
OPPORTUNITIES
FUND
LEEDS C.C

LOCAL BUSINESS
PARISH COUNCIL
LEEDS C.C
LOTTERY.

LEEDS CITY
COUNCIL
LOCAL BUSINESS.

ON-GOING - 2003/04

2003/04

BY 2005/06

2003/04 IMPROVED
ENVIRONMENT.

CREATING
APPROPRIATE
LEVEL OF OPEN
SPACE.

PROJECTS
IDENTIFIED TO
ENHANCE PLAY
AREAS.

IMPROVED
VILLAGE
AMENITIES.
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partners resources timescale outcomesACTION

CF5: SCHOOL
PLAYING GROUND /
CLASSROOM
LEASE.

CF6: PERMANENT
CLASSROOMS TO
REPLACE
PORTACABINS.

CF7: UNDER 5s
PLAY/CARE
PROVISION
ENHANCEMENT.

CF8:
IMPROVEMENTS
TO THE VILLAGE
HALL.

PRIMARY SCHOOL
LEEDS C.C
PARLINGTON
ESTATE

PRIMARY SCHOOL
LEEDS C.C

ABERFORD
SUNBEAMS
METHODIST
CHURCH

VILLLAGE HALL
COMMITTEE

LEEDS CITY
COUNCIL

LEEDS CITY
COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL
LEEDS CITY
COUNCIL
C’SIDE AGENCY

LOTTERY
LEEDS C.C
C’SIDE AGENCY
FUNDRAISING

2003/04

2003/04

2005/06

ONGOING – 2003/O4 SECURITY OF
TENURE FOR
SCHOOL.

IMPROVED
FACILITIES FOR
CHILDREN.

IMPROVED PRE-
SCHOOL
FACILITIES.

WIDER RANGE OF
ACTIVITIES. MORE
SUSTAINABLE
FUTURE FOR V.H
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partners resources timescale outcomesACTION

CF9: YOUNG’S
COURT
ALLOTMENTS –
IMPROVEMENTS.

CF10: IMPROVED
ACCESS TO THE
PARLINGTON
ESTATE.

CF11: COMMUNITY
NEWSLETTER AND
COMMUNICATIONS
.

CF12: TENNIS
COURTS.

PARISH COUNCIL
LEEDS CITY
COUNCIL
USERS

LEEDS CITY
COUNCIL
PARISH COUNCIL
PARLINGTON

PARISH COUNCIL
CHURCHES

PARISH COUNCIL
LEEDS CITY
COUNCIL

NONE REQUIRED –
ACCESS
NEGOTIATIONS
ONLY.

PARISH COUNCIL
LEEDS CITY
COUNCIL.

LEEDS CITY
COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL
LEEDS C.C
LOTTERY

2004/05

ON-GOING: BY 2006

ON-GOING.
NOTICE BOARDS
DURING 2004/05

2003/04

COMMNITY
ORCHARD/OPEN
SPACE.

IMPROVED
NETWORK OF
WALKS FOR LOCAL
RESIDENTS.

LOCAL PEOPLE
BETTER INFORMED
COMPLIANCE WITH
FoI ACT.

SPORTING
FACILITIES
AVAILABLE FOR
ALL.



43

partners resources timescale outcomesACTION

Y1: CREATING A
YOUTH FORUM.

Y2: YOUTH CLUB /
YOUTH
ACTIVITIES.

Y3: AFTER SCHOOL
CLUB.

Y4: MULTI
PURPOSE ALL
WEATHER PITCH.

LEEDS CITY
COUNCIL.
SCHOOLS

NATIONAL YOUTH
AGENCY
LEEDS CITY
COUNCIL

2003/04 YOUTH OF THE
VILLAGE ABLE TO
INPUT THEIR
VIEWS.

YOUTH
DETERMINED
ACTIVITIES FOR
LEISURE TIME.

IMPROVED
EDUCATION /
SAFETY FOR
CHILDREN.

BETTER YEAR
ROUND FACILITY
FOR OUTDOOR
ACTIVITY.

2005/06

2003/04

2004/05LEEDS CITY
COUNCIL
PARISH COUNCIL
C’SIDE AGENCY

C’SIDE AGENCY
SCHOOL
LEEDS CITY
COUNCIL

SPORT ENGLANDPARISH COUNCIL
LEEDS CITY
COUNCIL

PRIMARY SCHOOL

LEEDS CITY
COUNCIL
SCHOOLS
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partners resources timescale outcomesACTION

CS1: SPEED
RESTRICTIONS,
MAIN STREET.

CS2: IMPROVED
STREET LIGHTING.

CS3: SAFER MAIN
STREET SCHOOL
CROSSING /
WALKING BUS.

CS4: WEIGHT
RESTRICTIONS ON
THROUGH
TRAFFIC.

PARISH COUNCIL
LEEDS CITY
COUNCIL
POLICE

PARISH COUNCIL
LEEDS CITY
COUNCIL
RESIDENTS

LEEDS CITY
COUNCIL
PARISH COUNCIL
PRIMARY SCHOOL

PARISH COUNCIL
LEEDS CITY
COUNCIL
POLICE

LEEDS CITY
COUNCIL

LEEDS CITY
COUNCIL.

LEEDS CITY
COUNCIL

LEEDS CITY
COUNCIL

2003/04

2003/04

2005/06

2005/06 REDUCED CAR
USEAGE AND
LOWER ACCIDENT
POTENTIAL.

IMPROVED
AMENITY FOR
RESIDENTS:
LOWER CRIME.

SAFER SCHOOL
CROSSING.

SAFER STREETS
AND LESS
POLLUTION.
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partners resources timescale outcomesACTION

CP1: IMPROVED
LIAISON WITH
LEEDS CITY
COUNCIL
PLANNING DEPT.

CP2: THEME
GROUPS - TO TAKE
THE PLAN
FORWARD.

CP3: MONITORING
AND EVALUATING
THE PARISH PLAN.

PARISH COUNCIL
PLANNING
DEPARTMENT

PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL

NONE REQUIRED.

PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL

ON-GOING.

2003 AND ON-
GOING.

ANNUALLY (DEC
03). FIRST MAJOR
REVIEW BY APRIL
2006.

PARISH PLAN
RETAINED AS A
LIVING DOCUMENT

PROJECTS
BROUGHT
FORWARD FROM
THE PLAN.

BETTER INPUT TO /
UNDERSTANDING
OF DECISIONS.
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6. NEXT STEPS – THE WAY AHEAD.

i Theme groups and management of the Plan:

In order to take forward this Action Plan, the Parish Council will require substantial
input and commitment from other groups and individuals in the village. The Parish
Council is content to co-ordinate action but has agreed that the best strategy for
achieving the Plan is to form a small number of Action Groups who will have the
responsibility for driving forward the agreed project proposals and for reporting back
to the parish Council. Action Groups will each be led by a member of the Council and
draw in as many volunteers as is deemed necessary along with the appropriate
professional support.

The Action groups to be formed are:

 Environment and transport.
 Community facilities.
 Young people.
 Community safety.

The Parish Council will set aside a small allocation for supporting the work of these
Groups to cover incidental expenses such as travel costs, photocopying and the like.

The final presentation of the draft Plan to the community in September 2002 asked for
volunteers to put their names forward if they would be willing to assist in these
groups. 33 people have put their names forward to date.

Management of the Plan will therefore be undertaken according to the diagram shown
below:

ABERFORD AND DISTRICT PARISH
COUNCIL

THE PARISH PLAN SUB
COMMITTEE

ENVIRONMENT
AND TRANSPORT

COMMUNITY
FACILITIES

YOUNG PEOPLE COMMUNITY
SAFETY
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ii Supplementary Planning Guidance:

Many of the policies and projects proposed in the Plan will need the support and
guidance of Leeds City Council Planning Department (and other Departments) if they
are to be progressed satisfactorily.

It is hoped that the objectives, policies and actions which have been detailed in this
Plan as the majority view of the people of Aberford will be taken fully into account in
the future preparation of other organisations’ Plans and Strategies, particularly those
prepared by and endorsed by Leeds City Council.

The table overleaf is drawn to the attention of the Department in order that they
might:

 Consider what support and guidance can be given to the Parish Council.

 Consider which policies and sections of the Plan should be explored further
with regard to the development of Supplementary Planning Guidance.

 Pay heed to the recommendations of the Plan in the selective review of the
Unitary Development Plan, currently underway and due for completion by
mid February 2003, and in any future reviews.
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PARISH PLAN
POLICY

PROJECT
REFERENCES

UDP
STRATEGIC
GOALS REF.

UDP STRATEGIC
AIMS
REFERENCE.

UDP STRATEGIC
PRINCIPLES REF.

ACTION REQUIRED

Policy 1
CS1, CS3, CS4,
T2

SG1 SA2,  Advice required on Highways
issues regarding Main Street.

 SPG

Policy 2
T3, T4 SA2, SA5, SA6, SA8 SP4  None.

 SPG.

Policy 3
T1 SG4 SA1, SA2  Support with evidence gathering

and case to Highways Agency.
 SPG.

Policy 4
CP2 SG4  None.

Policy 5
E3, E4, E5, CS2  None.

Policy 6
CF1, CF2, CF3,
CF5, CF6, CF7,
CF8, CF9, CF12

SG1, SG3 SA1, SA6, SA8 SP1  Assistance in developing plans for
new community open spaces.

 SPG.

Policy 7
E7, CF10, SG1,SG2, SG3,

SG4
SA1, SP1, SP2, SP3  None.

Policy 8
E1, E2, E6, E8,
CF4, CP1

SG2, SG4 SA1, SP1  Initiatives to develop relationships
between Planning Dept and P.C.

 Support for VDS.
 SPG

Policy 9
CF11, CP3  None.

Policy 10
Y1, Y2, Y3, Y4 SA8  SPG

Policy 11 - SG3 SA3 SP5  Undertake Housing Needs Survey
and ensure Planning Gain includes
provision for affordable housing.
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iii Monitoring and Review:

This Parish Plan will be reviewed annually on the anniversary of its publication and
updated accordingly. A full review of the Action Plan section will take place after 3
years in order for a new Plan to be developed.

The Parish plan as proposed gives the community a guide to development for the next
15-20 years in terms of the Vision it has established and the Objectives set out for
achieving this Vision. As such it takes a medium term view of the development of our
community and this too will need to be fully reviewed in due course.

The first review of the Plan will, therefore, take place in January 2004 and be
conducted by the Parish Council, with results and any proposed amendments put to
the community as a whole for approval.

This Plan and subsequent revisions are designed not only to fulfil the aspirations of
our community by taking action ourselves but also to feed into wider Strategies for
the development of Leeds, notably:

 The Community Plan.

 A Vision for Leeds.

 The Unitary Development Plan.

 Leeds City Council Corporate Plan.
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AND FINALLY.

Many organisations and people have contributed to the successful production of this
Plan. The following deserve a special mention because of the hard work and support
they have provided.

 Mike Dando and his volunteers at Yorkshire Planning Aid.
 Yorkshire Countrywomen’s Association.
 The staff and children of Aberford Primary School.
 Aberford Village Hall.
 Barwick and Kippax Community Involvement Team.
 The Neighbourhood Initiatives Foundation.

But most importantly thanks go to everyone who turned up to and contributed to the
planning and consultation events held through the year. The Plan would not have been
possible without the enthusiastic input from the public of Aberford.

DISTRIBUTION

This plan has been distributed to the following organisations:

Aberford Primary School.
Colin Burgon MP
Council for the Protection of Rural England (West Yorkshire branch)
The Countryside Agency
Garforth and Swillington, Barwick and Kippax Community Involvement Team.
The Leeds Initiative.
Leeds City Council Department of Planning and Environment.
Yorkshire Rural Community Council
Yorkshire Planning Aid

And to all our neighbouring Parish Councils:

Barwick in Elmet with Scholes.
Bramham cum Ogelthorpe
Huddleston with Newthorpe.
Micklefield.
Saxton cum Scarthingwell with Lead.
Stutton with Hazlewood.

The Plan is available for viewing from:

Aberford Post Office.
Garforth Library/mobile Library.
Wetherby Library.
Leeds Central Library
Garforth One Stop Centre.
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