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“Our Vision is for Aberford and District to provide opportunity for all to live, work and play in an 

environment which is safe, healthy and attractive. Our parish can and should provide opportunities for 

local people to find housing, find employment and ac

community activities, while maintaining the essential rural character of the 

countryside.” 
      
 

 

The Aberford and District MasterPlan 2011 

focused range of deliverable priorities for Aberford and District Parish to 2020. A significant amount of 

consultation was carried out as part of the masterplanning process 

which had emerged from the earlier work. 

 

These themes were: 

• Historic and Built Environment 

• Flooding 

• A1/M1  

• Housing 

• Youth and Community Facilities

• Traffic Management 

• Business and the Economy 
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“Our Vision is for Aberford and District to provide opportunity for all to live, work and play in an 

environment which is safe, healthy and attractive. Our parish can and should provide opportunities for 

local people to find housing, find employment and access opportunities for education, recreation and 

community activities, while maintaining the essential rural character of the 

           

2011 builds on the 2003 Parish Plan (reviewed in 2009) and sets out a 

focused range of deliverable priorities for Aberford and District Parish to 2020. A significant amount of 

consultation was carried out as part of the masterplanning process ranging around the strategic themes 

which had emerged from the earlier work.  

Youth and Community Facilities 
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“Our Vision is for Aberford and District to provide opportunity for all to live, work and play in an 

environment which is safe, healthy and attractive. Our parish can and should provide opportunities for 

cess opportunities for education, recreation and 

community activities, while maintaining the essential rural character of the parish and surrounding 

  Aberford & District Parish Council, 2011 

builds on the 2003 Parish Plan (reviewed in 2009) and sets out a 

focused range of deliverable priorities for Aberford and District Parish to 2020. A significant amount of 

nging around the strategic themes 



 

The consultation therefore formed a central plank of our work, and was carried out with local residents 

and businesses, to find out what would make living and working in the Parish more desirable, as well as 

what they would like to see being done different

Aberford Primary School in November 2010, the circulation of questionnaires to all known residents and 

businesses in the Parish, and a round table meeting of local business people at Lotherton Hall in

2011. Some of the most commonly expressed views of local people were:

 

• Traffic speed and volumes through Aberford village 

• Lack of social, community and sports facilities

• Traffic noise from the A1 / M1  

• Need for faster broadband 

• Need for better business networking and facilities

 

 

Having weighed the views of local people with those of other interests, such as Leeds City Council and 

landowners and taken on board technical advice relating to flood risk, air and noise pollution, and traffic 

management, we have set out the following 

forward in the short and medium term:

 

 

Strategic Objective 1:  to maintain the high quality of the built, natural and cultural environment of the 

parish whilst seeking to develop opportunities to 

Our Priorities:  

• Undertaking a Village Design Statement to be adopted in due course by Leeds City Council as 

Supplementary Planning Guidance for future development across the whole parish.

• Support for the revision of the Conservation Area and implementation of a new Management Plan 

for that area, working with Leeds City Council.
 

Strategic Objective 2:  to seek to protect homes and businesses from the threat of both sur

fluvial flooding. 

Our Priorities: 

• Ensure no development is undertaken in Flood Zone 3.

• Establish potential for the development of holding lake for the Cock Beck on the Parlington Estate.

• Consider Flood Mitigation measures in greater detail, including surface water drainage 

arrangements.  

 

The consultation therefore formed a central plank of our work, and was carried out with local residents 

and businesses, to find out what would make living and working in the Parish more desirable, as well as 

what they would like to see being done differently. The consultation took the form of a launch event in 

Aberford Primary School in November 2010, the circulation of questionnaires to all known residents and 

businesses in the Parish, and a round table meeting of local business people at Lotherton Hall in

Some of the most commonly expressed views of local people were: 

Traffic speed and volumes through Aberford village are a real problem 

Lack of social, community and sports facilities 

 

Need for better business networking and facilities 

 

Having weighed the views of local people with those of other interests, such as Leeds City Council and 

landowners and taken on board technical advice relating to flood risk, air and noise pollution, and traffic 

management, we have set out the following strategic objectives, priorities and 

forward in the short and medium term: 

to maintain the high quality of the built, natural and cultural environment of the 

pportunities to enhance the liveability of the parish

Undertaking a Village Design Statement to be adopted in due course by Leeds City Council as 

Supplementary Planning Guidance for future development across the whole parish.

the Conservation Area and implementation of a new Management Plan 

for that area, working with Leeds City Council. 

protect homes and businesses from the threat of both sur

no development is undertaken in Flood Zone 3. 

Establish potential for the development of holding lake for the Cock Beck on the Parlington Estate.

Consider Flood Mitigation measures in greater detail, including surface water drainage 

The consultation therefore formed a central plank of our work, and was carried out with local residents 

and businesses, to find out what would make living and working in the Parish more desirable, as well as 

ly. The consultation took the form of a launch event in 

Aberford Primary School in November 2010, the circulation of questionnaires to all known residents and 

businesses in the Parish, and a round table meeting of local business people at Lotherton Hall in January 

 

 

Having weighed the views of local people with those of other interests, such as Leeds City Council and 

landowners and taken on board technical advice relating to flood risk, air and noise pollution, and traffic 

and key projects to be taken 

to maintain the high quality of the built, natural and cultural environment of the 

ability of the parish. 

Undertaking a Village Design Statement to be adopted in due course by Leeds City Council as 

Supplementary Planning Guidance for future development across the whole parish. 

the Conservation Area and implementation of a new Management Plan 

protect homes and businesses from the threat of both surface water and 

Establish potential for the development of holding lake for the Cock Beck on the Parlington Estate. 

Consider Flood Mitigation measures in greater detail, including surface water drainage 



 

Strategic Objective 3:  to reduce where practicable the impact of the motorway throughout the parish in 

terms of noise and air pollution. 

Our Priorities: 

• Open discussions with LCC regarding noise attenuation measures in relation to the A1/M1, in 

particular focusing upon noise barriers and concreted sections. There may be some potential for 

additional tree planting to reduce visual and noise impact. 

 
Strategic Objective 4:  to ensure there is a continued supply of affordable housing for local people to live 

in and to ensure growth in housing numbers in the parish provides for the sustainable growth of the 

community in terms of supporting economic and community activities while respecting the environmental 

limits of the parish. 

Our Priorities: 

• To support limited housing growth in the parish where this is environmentally acceptable, within the 

carrying capacity of the community’s infrastructure and where affordable housing is incorporated. 

• Actively oppose new housing development which does not respect the rural character of the 

parish and which encroaches upon green field areas within the designated Green Belt. 

 
Strategic Objective 5: to ensure all members of the community have access to a good range of shared 

and community facilities and to seek to both maintain and enhance these where they currently exist, and 

to meet gaps in provision wherever practicable. 

Our Priorities: 

• Support the improvements planned for the Village Hall in creating a hub for community groups and 

businesses in the parish. 

• Support the School in plans to develop community-accessible playing facilities; 

• Develop the Tennis Courts area into a Community Park to benefit all sectors of the community. 

• Support efforts by Aberford Albion to develop facilities and opportunities for members of the 

community. 

 
Strategic Objective 6: to reduce the impact of traffic moving through the parish upon the community, in 

particular to see less and slower motorised traffic and safer road crossings for pedestrians. 

Our Priorities: 

• Develop a comprehensive traffic management plan with LCC to address (potential) accident 

hotspots. 

• Control traffic speeds in the parish through utilisation of speed warning signs and improved road 

design. 

• Address pedestrian safety by providing enhanced road crossing points and refuges in key locations 

through Aberford Village in particular. 

 
Strategic Objective 7:  to provide the infrastructure that enables more opportunities for growing businesses 

in the parish which support local employment and sustainability. 

Our Priorities: 

 

• Investigate potential to develop rural business hubs/centres at Park House Farm, Parlington Home 

Farm and Lotherton Hall with landowners. 

• Support plans for flexible business space at the Village Hall. 

• Develop plans for the installation of high speed broadband throughout the parish. 

• Work with Lotherton Hall to develop improved linkages between the village and the estate to assist 

Aberford in benefiting from visitors to the Hall. 

 

 



 

Key Projects 

   

Flowing from the Strategic Objectives and priorities for action identified by the MsterPlan, the Parish 

Council has identified a small number of key projects it intends driving forward at this time.  These are 

detailed below: 

1/ Aberford Community Park - A special opportunity to create a Community Park on a valuable piece of 

level ground set amongst mature trees with glimpses of the Church and adjacent building. 

 

2/ Village Hall Business and Community Hub - Adding a new entrance lobby to the rear of the Village Hall 

would give access to refurbished basement rooms for a Community Business Centre. 

 

3/ Pump Hill Village Green Improvements - Enhancing the historic core of the village through a well 

presented and maintained village green giving multiple opportunities for rest, relaxation and greenspace. 

 

4/ Park House Farm Centre for Renewable Technologies - A regional hub for renewable technology 

related businesses to locate and grow, with opportunities for research-led innovation. 

 

5/ Parlington Home Farm / Lotherton Hall Rural Business Centres - Attractive, rurally situated business 

accommodation, providing new opportunities for local employment and attracting high quality, specialist 

businesses to the parish. 

 

6/ High Speed Broadband - Improving the viability and sustainability of business growth in the parish 

through 21st Century technology, enabling a new generation of businesses to flourish. 

 

7/ Main Street Traffic Management and Pedestrian Safety - Providing a safe and secure environment for 

residents and visitors alike through proper and integrated traffic management. 

 

8/ Aberford CoE School Playground Project - Ensuring our primary school remains attractive, safe and 

provides excellent facilities for pupils, whilst extending its reach out into the community. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More information: Contact Aberford and District Parish Council – www.aberfordonline.com 

  


