
 
ABERFORD AND DISTRICT PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 15th February 2022. 
Meeting held in the Oriel room, St Ricarius Church, Aberford commencing at 7.30 pm.  
 
Present: Cllr David Howson (Chairman) 

Cllr Keith Dunwell 
Cllr Ruth Reed (Vice Chair) 
 

Cllr Mike Oakes 
Cllr Doug Bodey 
Cllr Sarah Bradley  
 
 

In attendance: Mr Peter Wigglesworth (Clerk/RFO). 
  Mr Kevin Hayton (Item 7) 
  Mr David Black (Item 7) 
  
    

1. To receive apologies and approve reasons for absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Griffiths.   
 

2. To receive any disclosures of interest from Councillors on matters to be considered at 
the meeting 
None received. 
 

3. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 18th January 2022  
RESOLVED: To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in the Oriel room, St 
Ricarius church on 18th January 2022 and to sign them as a correct record. ACTION: To be 
signed by the Chairman.  
 

4. Parish Council Vacancies  

a. The clerk explained that, due to there being no valid nominations, it has been 
necessary to re-run the election process in respect of the vacancy arising from Cllr 
Hogg’s resignation. Nominations will close on 25

th
 February and an election held on 

24
th
 March, should one be necessary. Members NOTED this update. 

b. The clerk confirmed that the two vacancies arising from the resignations of Cllr 
McCready and Cllr Dickinson have now been cleared for co-option. Members NOTED 
this and all AGREED that the clerk should advertise the vacancies in the form 
previously circulated.  ACTION: Clerk to post the advert on the website and in 
noticeboards and also arrange for it to be placed on the Aberford forum. 

 

5. Public Participation   
There were no members of the public present on this occasion, other than the Aberford FC 
representatives (see item 7). 

 
6. Crime & Security  
a. The clerk gave an update of December crime activity, as reported on the Police UK database.  

He confirmed that 11 crimes had been reported in the Parish,10 of which were within the 
village boundaries and one at Lotherton.  No prosecutions had been made.    

 
b. Cllr Reed advised that no representation had been possible from Aberford at the meeting held 

on 10
th
 February due to problems accessing the Teams system. The Clerk said that he will 

circulate the minutes of the meeting once available. He added that the next meeting is 
confirmed for 14

th
 April, by which time the meeting format issues will hopefully have been 

resolved. ACTION: Clerk to circulate minutes of the last meeting. 
 

7. Aberford Albion building extension 
Messrs Hayton and Black presented their plans (not yet submitted for planning) for an 
extension of the Aberford Albion FC clubhouse. They explained that it is planned to build a 
small community room to be used for club meetings and match day hospitality, on other 
occasions it can be made available as an additional facility, available for use by the local 
community.   
 



After review and further discussion, all members agreed that an amenity of this kind would be 
an asset to the local community. Mr Hayton then asked for advice about the availability of 
community grants, members suggested that he get in touch with the Banks Renewables fund 
and also the Caird Peckfield Community Fund with a view to submitting a funding application. 
It was further suggested that the football club should bring the Harewood Ward Councillors up 
to speed with their plans, in case they could provide any financial or other assistance. 
ACTION: clerk to provide relevant contact details to Mr Hayton. 
 

8. Leeds Fest 2022 
The clerk said that Festival Republic have now been in touch to outline plans for the 2022 
Leeds Fest.  He said that a price increase to £65 per ticket has been requested, along with 
changes to ticketing arrangements for under 13s but otherwise the arrangements in place for 
the 2021 event were largely unchanged. Cllr Bradley felt that, at 80 tickets, the Aberford & 
District allocation was low in comparison to other parishes. She undertook to speak with 
Festival Republic about an increase in ticket allocation and this was AGREED by all 
members. ACTION: Cllr Bradley to contact Festival Republic to discuss.  
 
With regard to the administrative arrangements, the clerk said that, whilst he is happy to deal 
with all the arrangements as in 2021, following the departure of Cllrs Hogg and McCready he 
will require support in conducting the draw should one be required. All members said that, 
subject to availability on the day of the draw, they will be happy to assist as required. 

 
9. Aberford Surgery closure 

The clerk confirmed that a joint meeting of the Parish Council, Ward Councillors, CCG 
representatives and the Garforth Medical practice will take place on Friday 18

th
 February at 

the Village Hall, commencing 11.30 am. As previously advised, the meeting will take place in 
the Green Room behind the stage with all attendees to assemble in the café area in the first 
instance. It was AGREED that Covid protocols should remain in place for that meeting. 
ACTION: Clerk to confirm the arrangements by e-mail to all concerned.  
 

10. Playground maintenance 
The clerk said that he had not yet heard anything further concerning the planned annual 
inspection of the Beckside play area by HAGS. ACTION: Clerk to find out when this will take 
place and advise members accordingly.   
 

11. Aberford green space maintenance projects 
Cllr Bodey said that, due to the time of year, there is nothing further to report at the moment 
concerning the various projects in the pipeline. He added that, with Spring now imminent, 
there should hopefully be more to report next month. 
 

12. Grass cutting 2022 
The clerk said that, following the resignation of Cllr Hogg, there is presently no Working 
Group representation in relation to grass cutting and related matters. He added that a 
schedule had been requested from Andrew Fox detailing the normal arrangements. All 
members AGREED that Mr Fox provides a good and cost effective service and asked the 
clerk to engage him for 2022.  
 
After further discussion it was also AGREED that the main footpaths would be reviewed by 
Cllr Howson as required and he will liaise with the clerk to make the necessary arrangements 
with Mr Fox. Regarding the Aberford school area and in particular the designated wildflower 
garden space, Cllr Bodey undertook to review this in conjunction with Cllr Howson who will 
advise the clerk accordingly.  ACTION: Clerk to contact Mr Fox and explain the position, 
liaising with him as required through the Spring-Autumn period.  

 
13. Queens Platinum Jubilee celebrations 

The clerk had previously circulated various documents concerning the above, which will take 
place throughout 2022 but primarily centred on the Jubilee weekend of Thursday 2

nd
 June to 

Sunday 5
th
 June.  He confirmed that Leeds City council have formed a North East Community 

Working Group to share best practice and consider funding requirements and also to 
understand what each local Parish or community group is doing to celebrate the occasion.  



 
The first meeting had been held on 1

st
 February but due to other commitments no Aberford 

Parish Council representation had been possible. The clerk confirmed that the second 
meeting has now been arranged for 8

th
 March.  Cllr Bradley said that she is keen to get 

involved in this project and in particular to provide a link between the Parish Council 
involvement and any local community plans.  Cllr Bradley added that she will hopefully attend 
the second meeting and in the meantime she will post something on the Aberford forum to 
promulgate community awareness of the LCC arrangements.  
 
Cllr Griffiths advised that consideration is being given to opening the Village Hall café as 
normal on Friday 3

rd
 June with the intention of providing free cake and drinks.  

 
ACTION: Cllr Bradley to draft a localised version of the LCC document and post on the 
Aberford Forum. Clerk to similarly post on the website once available. 

 

14. Clerk salary  

Cllr Oakes said that the Finance Working Group had recently met to consider the clerk’s  
contractual annual salary review. He said that the clerk had commenced on the base salary 
scale of SCP 7 in November 2020 and, having given due consideration to the progress made 
by the clerk, it was recommended that his salary be increased to scale SCP 9 with effect from 
1.4.22. All members agreed with this proposal and asked the clerk to make arrangements 
accordingly. RESOLVED 

 
15. Correspondence received 

a) An e-mail has been received from a local resident concerning approval of a Planning 
application from Hutchinson Networks for a 16m monopole and associated cabinets. The 
clerk said that on further investigation this matter has been dealt with by Ward Cllr Ryan 
Stephenson and members therefore AGREED that no further local action is required. 

  
b) An e-mail has been received from a local resident concerning tree damage to deer and 

badger fencing protecting A1(M) Junction 45. The clerk confirmed that he had reported 
this to Ward Cllr Robinson who had informed colleagues and the local M.P. Alec 
Shelbrooke. Given that the damage is not considered hazardous, members AGREED 
that no further local action is required.  

 
c) A follow up e-mail has been received from a local resident concerning a replacement bin 

and also a request for yellow lining at the access road under the A1 at the North end of 
the village. The Clerk confirmed that he has advised and spoken with Ward Cllr Robinson 
about the need for a bin which he will take forward.  Regarding the yellow lining, the clerk 
said he had passed this issue on to Ward Cllr Robinson who has asked Leeds City 
Council to investigate. Members AGREED that no further local action is required. 

 
d) An e-mail has been received from a local resident concerning the need for a support and 

advice resource, in the light of recent increases in the price of gas and electricity and 
other costs. The clerk said that concurrent with the receipt of this e-mail, Leeds City 
Council had advised of the establishment of a similar resource under their jurisdiction and 
therefore the clerk had put this on the website and on notice boards and advised the local 
resident accordingly.  In the circumstances Members AGREED that no further action is 
required. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



16. Planning matters 
 

a. To consider and comment on new planning applications/appeals 
 
 
Planning/ 
Appeal ref 

Address Details 

22/00290/FU/E 
 

3 Woodbridge Avenue 
Garforth Leeds 
 

Alterations including Boundary fence to 
front; Garage conversion to form 
habitable room; Second storey side 
extension 
 
NO ADVERSE COMMENTS 
 

22/00245/FU/E 
 

15 Cedar Ridge 
Garforth Leeds 
 

Conversion of garage into a habitable 
room 
 
NO ADVERSE COMMENTS 

22/00683/FU/NE 
 

Royal Oak Inn Main 
Street Aberford 
 

Retrospective application for extension to 
existing garage forming summerhouse 
 
NO ADVERSE COMMENTS 

 
 
 

 
b. To note the outcome of previous planning applications/appeals (if any)   

 

Planning/ 
Appeal ref 

Address Details 

21/08145/FU/NE 
 

3 Windmill Rise 
Aberford Leeds 
 

Single storey front extension; single 
storey rear extension- revision advised 
2.11.21 
 
APPROVED 27.1.22 
 

 
 
 

17. Finance update 
 

a. To note the balances in the Parish Council’s accounts- NOTED as per attached bank 
reconciliation. 

 
b. To approve the bank reconciliation as at 31.1.2022- RESOLVED (attached). 

 
c. To note income received and APPROVE the Accounts for Payment- RESOLVED 

(attached). 
 

d. The clerk proposed the retention of Mr Brian Hopper as the Parish Council Internal auditor for 
2022. Due to the income base exceeding £25,000, the clerk confirmed that the cost will this 
year be £90. This was AGREED by all. ACTION: Clerk to confirm to Mr Hopper and make the 

necessary arrangements for the audit to take place in due course. 
 

 
 

 
 
 



18. Matters for Information  
   
Cllr Bradley said that she had been approached by a local resident concerning the possibility 
of having CCTV installed in the village.  Several Members advised that this has been given 
consideration in the past but had foundered due to the cost involved and also various legal 
issues to which implementation would have given rise. 
 
Cllr Bradley proposed that regular weekly updates be provided on the Aberford Forum of 
matters relating to the Parish Council, commencing with a reminder of the Parish Council 
meeting arrangements and a link to the website. This was agreed by all. 
 
The clerk confirmed that a MS Teams workshop meeting has been arranged for 3

rd
 March by 

Donald Insall Associates Historic Buildings Consultancy, who had been commissioned by 
Leeds City Council to produce a conservation management plan for Lotherton Hall which will 
chart its historic development and identify its special qualities.  Cllr Oakes said that he will 
endeavour to attend.  
 
There being no further points, the chairman closed the meeting. The Clerk confirmed that the 
next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 15

th
 March 2022 commencement time 7.30 pm, in the 

Oriel room, St Ricarius church.   Unless otherwise agreed, the requirement for negative pre-
meeting Covid lateral flow tests to be confirmed will continue. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Minute 17 
  

Bank Reconciliation 
   Aberford and District Parish Council 
   For the period 1 January - 31 January 2022 
   

    Prepared by Pete Wigglesworth, Clerk to the Parish Council 
 

Date: 9.2.22 

Approved by the Parish Council 
 

Date: 15.2.22 

    Balance per bank statements as at 31 January 2022 
 

£ £ 

Current Account 
 

42.00  
 Revenue Reserve  

 
39,427.26  

 Capital Reserve 
 

11,501.49  
 CIL Reserve 

 
3,104.65  

 Beckside Play Area Ground Resurfacing Fund 
 

7,500.95    

   
61,576.35  

    Less uncleared cheques at 31 January 2022: 
  

               0.00 

   
   

Net bank balances as at 31 January 2022 
  

61,576.35  

    The net balances reconcile to the Cash Book (receipts and payments account) for the period as follows: 

CASH BOOK 
   Opening balance as at 1 January 2022 
  

62,057.38  

Add receipts 1 January 2022 to 31 January 2022: 
  

0.00  

Less payments for 1 January 2022 to 31 January 2022 
  

-481.03  

Closing balance per cash book as at 31 January 2022 
  

61,576.35  

    Notes 
 

  
 Capital Reserve is set aside for Jubilee Field 

Beckside Play Area Refurbishment Fund is set aside for resurfacing the play area (minute 8 in Jan 2019 and minute 

15.d in March 2020 minutes refer) 
    

Receipts received: 
   

     Date Details Net VAT Total 

 
None received  

   
 

   

    

Accounts for payment: 
   Chq no. Details Net VAT Total 

EFT P Wigglesworth - salary Feb 22 347.13 - 347.13 

EFT 
P Wigglesworth expenses to 9.1.2022- home allowance 
(£18) 18.00 - 18.00 

EFT Hire of Oriel Room, St Ricarius church@ £20 - 15/2/22 20.00 - 20.00 

 

 
Total payments 13.1.22 - 9.2.22 385.13 - 385.13 

 

   
 


