
  
 
ABERFORD AND DISTRICT PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 15th March 2022. 
Meeting held in the Oriel room, St Ricarius Church, Aberford commencing at 7.30 pm.  
 
Present: Cllr David Howson (Chairman) 

Cllr Keith Dunwell 
Cllr Ruth Reed (Vice Chair) 
Cllr Nancy Griffiths 

Cllr Mike Oakes 
Cllr Doug Bodey 
Cllr Sarah Bradley  
 
 

In attendance: Mr Peter Wigglesworth (Clerk/RFO). 
  PC Neil Breen (Item 6) 
  

1. To receive apologies and approve reasons for absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Tyler Wilson who was unable to attend due 
to illness. In the circumstances, item 2 of the published agenda will be deferred to the April 
meeting.  
 

2. To receive any disclosures of interest from Councillors on matters to be considered at 
the meeting 
None received. 
 

3. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 15th February 2022  
RESOLVED: To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in the Oriel room, St 
Ricarius church on 15th February 2022 and to sign them as a correct record. ACTION: To be 
signed by the Chairman.  
 

4. Parish Council Vacancies  

The clerk said that one expression of interest has been received in respect of the three 
existing casual vacancies. It was AGREED by all that the clerk should invite the applicant to 
attend the next two parish council meetings in the normal way, as a prelude to making a 
formal application.  ACTION: Clerk to arrange. 
 

5. Public Participation   
There were no members of the public present on this occasion. 

 
6. Crime & Security  
a. The clerk gave an update of January crime activity, as reported on the Police UK database.  

He stated that 13 crimes had been reported in the Parish, 9 of which were within the village 
boundaries and 4 in the Great North Road area.  No prosecutions had been made.   

 
b. Cllr Dunwell confirmed that there had not been a PACT meeting since the February Parish 

Council meeting. However, PC Neil Breen kindly attended the meeting to answer questions 
and provide a general overview of local crime activity in recent weeks.  Points covered were; 

 
Neighbourhood watch- no details on current membership are available due to GDPR 
regulations. 
Timeliness of crime figures- A Ward update is provided at PACT meetings but otherwise 
only the crime database information is available. PC Breen said that latest figures for Aberford 
show relatively low crime activity in the last 60 days. 
Neighbourhood patrols- these are still ongoing within limited resource availability. Visits to 
Schools prioritised. 
Convictions data- again, these are covered at PACT meetings but are Ward related 
therefore not specific to Parishes. 
 
Members thanked P.C Breen for attending the meeting. 
 
 
 



 
7. Leeds Fest 2022 

The clerk said that an updated 2022 poster and application form have been completed and 
these are now ready for publishing. Cllr Bradley said that, in conjunction with Ward Councillor 
Robinson, representations are being made to Festival Republic to try to obtain an increase in 
ticket allocation. It was AGREED by all that the clerk should press on and get the application 
process in the public domain in the next few days. With regard to the draw (if needed), the 
clerk said he will table some thoughts for further discussion at the next meeting, with a view to 
holding the draw in late May or early June. ACTION: Clerk to arrange publication of the 
Application form and draft some thoughts on the draw process. 
 

8. Queens Platinum Jubilee celebrations 

Cllr Bradley gave an update, following the Outer North East Working Group meeting on 8
th
 

March. She confirmed that there are a wide variety of planned activities across many local 
villages and towns, co-ordinated via the Ward Councillors and Preet Kundhi from Leeds City 
Council.  This includes church services at many places. Although the formal date for funding 
applications has passed, it is hoped that some central funding might still be available for 
events if required. 
 
So far as Aberford is concerned, Cllr Bradley said that she plans to use the Aberford Forum to 
publicise the Platinum Jubilee weekend and undertook to make Councillors aware of any 
specific plans identified. 

 

9. Hanging Baskets 

Cllr Oakes confirmed that letters will shortly be going out to existing sponsors, following which 
the potential availability for any new sponsors can be assessed.  He also asked the clerk to 
check the full bank account name for any direct bank transfers. The clerk said that he will also 
contact Andrew Culloden at the Arium to check that the price is unchanged and confirm the 
timescale for basket installations. ACTION: Clerk to check bank account details and e-mail 
the Arium. 

 

10. Pest Control 

The clerk confirmed that a renewal quote has been received for the year commencing 1
st
 April 

2022 from Pestserve, at a cost of £675. Cllr Howson said that an alternative quote has also 
been received from a retired Leeds City Council pest control manager who is familiar with the 
problems historically experienced in Aberford. This is for £440 per annum for the main verges 
plus £160 to clear ongoing problem areas making an overall annual total of £600. Members 
discussed this and it was AGREED by all to accept the lower quote for the year commencing 
1

st
 April 2022. ACTION: Clerk to advise both parties accordingly. 

 
11. Hook Moor Wind Farm Liaison committee 

Cllr Dunwell said that, following recent Councillor resignations, he is now the only 
representative for Aberford & District on the above committee. He proposed that Cllr Oakes 
and Cllr Bradley both be co-opted onto the committee, subject to the approval of the Banks 
Group. After discussion this was AGREED by all members. ACTION: Cllr Dunwell to 
approach the Banks Group to seek formal agreement, once agreed the Clerk to update the 
Working Group records accordingly. 
 

12. Playground maintenance 
The clerk said that he has spoken again with HAGS concerning the planned annual 
inspection of the Beckside play area. He added that due to a backlog of work they are now 
expecting the inspection to take place in April. ACTION: Clerk to pursue and advise members 
in due course when this will take place.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



13. Aberford green space maintenance projects 
Cllr Bodey said that progress is still limited, given the time of year. However, he said that a 
meeting has been scheduled with Andrew Culloden from the Arium for 16

th
 March regarding 

shrub and tree requirements round the Wildflower Meadow.  On 23
rd

 March a meeting has 
been arranged with Victoria Marsden from LCC Parks department to discuss the North End 
tree planting proposals.  Cllr Bodey added that no further progress has yet been made on the 
Highfield Road community gardens project. 

 

14. Correspondence received 
 

a) An e-mail has been received from a local resident concerning recent flooding on Bunkers 
Hill. This is being followed up by Ward Councillor Firth and therefore no specific action 
has been taken by the Parish Council, however Cllr Howson pointed out the need for 
drainage and ground configuration problems at the Aberford F.C ground to be addressed, 
as many of the flooding problems experienced further down Bunkers Hill emanate from 
there. All Councillors AGREED that this action ought to be a feature of any planning 
proposal submitted for the venue.  

  
b) An e-mail has been received from a local resident concerning the possibility of 

earmarking a tree on Pump Hill for the posting of messages of support, ribbons etc for the 
people of Ukraine. During discussion, Councillors expressed their heartfelt sympathy with 
the plight of the Ukraine people but it was pointed out that in the past many similar 
requests have been refused for various reasons and Councillors were reluctant to set a 
precedent in this case. It was, however, noted that Leeds City council have announced 
details of a major fundraising appeal for the people of Ukraine. ACTION: Clerk to advise 
the correspondent accordingly and also to post details of the LCC initiative on the Parish 
Council website. 

 
c) An e-mail has been received from a local resident concerning collection and delivery of 

medication following the closure of Aberford surgery. The clerk pointed out that, following 
the joint meeting held on 18

th
 February between the Parish Council, Ward Councillors, 

Leeds CCG and the Garforth Medical Practice, a letter has now been sent by the Garforth 
Medical Practice to Aberford residents. This explains the current position and ongoing 
actions, although at this time it is not entirely clear whether all Aberford residents have 
been sent a copy. ACTION: Clerk to reply to the resident and provide a copy of the letter 
if necessary. 

 
d) A follow up e-mail has been received from a local resident concerning actions required to 

stop trespass onto private land on Vicarage Lane. The clerk said that following receipt of 
the original letter of complaint this matter was taken up with Leeds City Council, with 
whom it rests at present. ACTION: Clerk to acknowledge the letter and follow up with 
LCC to seek a resolution. 

 
15. Planning matters 

 
a. To consider and comment on new planning applications/appeals 

 
 
Planning/ 
Appeal ref 

Address Details 

22/00937/FU/NE The Stables, Field 
Lane,Aberford 

Single Storey Rear Extension; New Rooflights 
To Existing Garage 
 
NO ADVERSE COMMENTS 

 
 

22/00703/FU/E 
 

2 Brierlands Fold 
Garforth Leeds 
 

Single storey side extension 
 
NO ADVERSE COMMENTS 
 

 



 
b. To note the outcome of previous planning applications/appeals (if any)   

 

Planning/ 
Appeal ref 

Address Details 

21/09792/FU/NE 
 

7 Lotherton Lane 
Aberford Leeds 
 

Single storey side extension 
 
APPROVED 25.2.22 
 

21/10191/FU/NE 
 

28 Highfield Road 
Aberford 
 

Single storey side extension 
 
APPROVED 14.2.22 
 

 
16. Finance update 

 
a. To note the balances in the Parish Council’s accounts- NOTED as per attached bank 

reconciliation. 
 

b. To approve the bank reconciliation as at 28.2.2022- RESOLVED (attached). 
 

c. To note income received and APPROVE the Accounts for Payment- RESOLVED 
(attached). 

 
 

17. Matters for Information  
   
Cllr Oakes said that he has recently attended a number of virtual meetings on the 
development of a Conservation Management Plan for Lotherton Hall, which will chart its 
historic development and identify its special qualities.  He said that there is much specialist 
input to the meetings therefore the contributions from local attendees are limited, 
nevertheless Cllr Oakes intends to remain involved in the process and will keep members 
apprised of any developments. 
 
Cllr Griffiths said that she is planning to put together a newsletter for May publication and 
invited suitable contributions from members. 
 
Cllr Reed referred to discussion at the recent Outer North East meeting concerning the 
introduction of 20 mph proposals, pointing out that there will not be any further decisions until 
the end of March. Cllr Bradley said that she is awaiting further details of proposed changes in 
Aberford following the joint meeting with Ward Councillors and Highways held in May 2021. 
 
Cllr Reed asked the clerk to follow up her concerns about the Xmas lights and associated 
power units which have not yet been removed from Pump Hill. The clerk confirmed that he 
has already taken this up with the relevant department but said that he will make further 
contact as a matter of urgency. 
 
There being no further points, the Chairman closed the meeting. The clerk confirmed that the 
next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 19

th
 April 2022, commencement time 7.30 pm, in the 

Oriel room, St Ricarius church.   Unless otherwise agreed, the requirement for negative pre-
meeting Covid lateral flow tests to be confirmed will continue. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Minute 16 
  

Bank Reconciliation 
    

Aberford and District Parish Council 
   For the period 1 February - 28 February 2022 
   

    Prepared by Pete Wigglesworth, Clerk to the Parish Council 
 

Date: 9.3.22 

Approved by the Parish Council 
 

Date: 15.3.22 

    Balance per bank statements as at 28 February 2022 
 

£ £ 

Current Account 
 

50.00  
 Revenue Reserve  

 
39,026.13  

 Capital Reserve 
 

11,501.49  
 CIL Reserve 

 
3,104.65  

 Beckside Play Area Ground Resurfacing Fund 
 

7,500.95    

   
61,183.22  

    Less uncleared cheques at 28 February 2022: 
   

   
0.00  

    Net bank balances as at 28 February 2022 
  

61,183.22  

    The net balances reconcile to the Cash Book (receipts and payments account) for the period as follows: 

CASH BOOK 
   Opening balance as at 1 February 2022 
  

61,576.35  

Add receipts 1 February 2022 to 28 February 2022: 
  

0.00  

Less payments for 1 February 2022 to 28 February 2022 
  

-393.13  

Closing balance per cash book as at 28 February 2022 
  

61,183.22  

    Notes 
 

  
 Capital Reserve is set aside for Jubilee Field 

Beckside Play Area Refurbishment Fund is set aside for resurfacing the play area (minute 8 in Jan 2019 and minute 

15.d in March 2020 minutes refer) 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Receipts received: 
   

     Date Details Net VAT Total 

 
None received  

   

 
Total receipts February 2022 

                      
-    

                      
-    

                      
-    

 
 
Accounts for payment: 

 
   Chq 

no. Details Net VAT Total 

EFT P Wigglesworth - salary March 22          347.13  
 

             
347.13  

EFT 
P Wigglesworth expenses to 9.3.2022- home allowance 

(£18), stationery purchases (£40.90) 

               
52.08  

                 
6.82  

               
58.90  

EFT Hire of Oriel Room, St Ricarius church@ £20 - 15/2/22 

               
20.00  

 

               
20.00  

EFT 
 

Hanging Baskets 2021- Leeds City Council 

 
854.20 

 
170.84 

         
1,025.04  

EFT Refilling of blue grit bins plus bulk delivery 

             
550.42  

 

             
550.42  

 
Total payments 10.2.22 - 9.3.22       1,823.83           177.66        2,001.49  

 
 
 
 
 
 


