
ABERFORD AND DISTRICT PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 17th May 2022. 
Meeting held in the Oriel room, St Ricarius Church, Aberford commencing at 7.30 pm.  
 
Present: Cllr Mike Oakes (Chairman) 

Cllr Ruth Reed   
Cllr Nancy Griffiths (Vice Chair) 
 

Cllr David Howson 
Cllr Keith Dunwell  
  
 

In attendance: Mr Peter Wigglesworth (Clerk/RFO). 
    

Before opening the meeting, Cllr Oakes expressed his thanks to Cllr Howson for his many 
years of distinguished service as Chairman of the Parish Council. He also thanked Cllr Reed 
for her unwavering support as Vice Chair. Cllr Oakes added that he hoped both would 
continue as Councillors for many years to come.  

 
1. To receive apologies and approve reasons for absence 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Bradley who was away on holiday and Cllr 
Bodey who was unavailable due to work commitments. Cllr Wilson was also absent. 
 

2. To receive any disclosures of interest from Councillors on matters to be considered at 
the meeting 
None received. 
 

3. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 19th April 2022  
RESOLVED: To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in the Oriel room, St 
Ricarius church on 19th April 2022 and to sign them as a correct record. ACTION: To be 
signed by the Chairman.  
 

4. Public Participation   
No members of the public were present on this occasion.  

 
5. Crime & Security  
a. The clerk gave an update of March crime activity, as reported on the Police UK database.  He 

stated that 8 crimes had been reported in the Parish, 4 of which were within the village 
boundaries and 4 in the Great North Road area at the southern edge of the Parish.  The clerk 
added that 4 of the recorded incidents were vehicle crime related. No prosecutions had been 
made in relation to any of the crimes. The clerk also made reference to the monthly 
Harewood Ward crime statistics which had been circulated to members. He said that these 
will be sent to members each month if received. 

 
b. Having been away for the last meeting, Cllr Dunwell confirmed that there were no items of 

specific relevance to the Aberford & District parish at the latest PACT meeting held via Teams 
on 14

th
 April.   

 
6. Leeds Fest 2022 

The clerk said that this year 130 tickets have been made available by Festival Republic. As 
there have been 130 confirmed applications the clerk said that the planned draw on 26

th
 May 

will instead concentrate on confirming attendance and getting payments processed. In this 
regard the clerk was grateful for the planned support and attendance of Cllrs Howson, Reed, 
Dunwell and Oakes on that evening. The clerk asked Cllrs Howson and Dunwell if they could 
make arrangements to create an exit corridor, Cllr Oakes said that he will provide some 
signage in this regard.  
 
Regarding the meeting held with Festival Republic on 4

th
 May, Cllr Dunwell said that the main 

area of concern surrounds the road closure arrangements during the Festival and in particular 
the need for effective road signage and stewarding in Aberford village. The clerk said that he 
will follow up the need for “no access to the A64” signage at the soft road closures in the 
village. 
 

7. Queens Platinum Jubilee celebrations 

In the absence of Cllr Bradley, the clerk said that the main Parish Council focus will be on 
making the Friday 3

rd
 June café event a success, an ice cream van has now been booked to 

attend.  The clerk was asked to put the advertising poster on the Parish Council website. The 



clerk added that, alongside this, localised street parties are anticipated and many Aberford 
residents are also expected to attend the Barwick Maypole Festival on Thursday 2

nd
 June.  

 

8. Hanging Baskets 

Cllr Oakes said that arrangements are well in hand, with many payments already received 
and the rest anticipated by the end of May. He added that arrangements will be made via the 
clerk regarding delivery of baskets and for any required signage to be produced.  

 

9. Playground maintenance 
The clerk said that, following the Beckside Play Area annual external inspection, a quote had 
now been received from HAGS for the necessary repair work on those items with the highest 
safety risk implication, namely the entrance gate, swings and replacement of the see saw. 
This amounted to £6,914. After discussion, all members AGREED that the clerk should 
accept this quote, to be funded from the renovation fund, so that the work can be undertaken 
as a matter of urgency.  Cllr Howson commented that, notwithstanding the need to prioritise 
safety related items, there remains a need to address the poor condition of the roundabout 
which is unusable at present. The clerk undertook to obtain a quote for this repair for 
councillors to consider at the next meeting. 
 

10. Grants requested 
The clerk confirmed that grant requests have been received from Aberford in Bloom (£500) 
and Garforth in bloom (£250). After discussion the grants were AGREED by all members. The 
clerk said that he will ask the recipients to provide some photographs of the work undertaken 
so that these can be publicised on the website or in the next Newsletter. 

 
11. Aberford green space maintenance projects 

Cllr Bodey was unable to attend the meeting therefore no update was provided in relation to 
these projects. It was, however, noted that the wildflower garden adjacent to Aberford school 
is developing nicely and represents an excellent testament to the efforts of Cllr Bodey and his 
team of helpers. 
 

12. Correspondence received 
a. An e-mail has been received from a Garforth resident within the Parish regarding the planning 

proposal for development of land to the west of the M1 motorway roundabout. The clerk 
confirmed that he had suitably responded, attaching a copy of the letter of objection sent by 
the Parish Council to Leeds City council. 

 
b. An e-mail has been received from a local resident requesting permission to have a bouncy 

castle erected on the Jubilee Field for a child’s birthday party. In the event this did not take 
place but the clerk confirmed that he is following it up anyway with Leeds City Council in order 
to establish suitable guidelines for any future similar requests. 

 
c. A follow up request has been received from a local resident concerning the provision of a new 

waste bin at the intersection of Main Street North and the access road under the M1 and for 
yellow lining of the area under the motorway flyover. The clerk confirmed that the Harewood 
Ward councillors had previously taken this forward with LCC and he had therefore forwarded 
the follow up request to them.  
 

13. Planning matters 
 

a. To consider and comment on new planning applications/appeals 
 
 
Planning/ 
Appeal ref 

Address Details 

22/02303/FU/NE 
 

Robin Hill Main Street 
Aberford 
 

Retrospective application for garden 
room/work space 
 
NO ADVERSE COMMENTS 
 

 
 
 



b. To note the outcome of previous planning applications/appeals (if any)   
 
Planning/ 
Appeal ref 

Address Details 

21/10045/FU/NE 
 

The Rowans Greystone 
Park Aberford 
 

Single storey side extension 
 
APPROVED 29.4.22 

22/00703/FU/E 
 

2 Brierlands Fold 
Garforth Leeds 
 

Single storey side extension 
 
APPROVED 22.4.22 

 
 

14. Finance update 
 

a. To note the balances in the Parish Council’s accounts- NOTED as per attached bank 
reconciliation. 

 
b. To approve the bank reconciliation as at 30.4.2022- RESOLVED (attached). 

 
c. To note income received and APPROVE the Accounts for Payment- RESOLVED 

(attached). 
 

d. To note receipt of a further tranche of CIL monies (£3,104.66 on 4.5.22).  The 
chairman commented that, as this is the second tranche of such monies, the council 
will need to consider the best way of utilising these funds, perhaps addressing issues 
within the NDP. 

 
15. Matters for Information  

Cllr Howson asked whether there had been any response from LCC regarding the 
environmental concerns noted in the matters for information in last month’s minutes.  The 
clerk said that nothing has been forthcoming to date but undertook to keep councillors 
informed of any further developments. 
 
Cllr Griffiths said that a response has now been received from Shaun Easton at Brambledown 
concerning the possible installation of a cycle path around the Jubilee Field, similar to that 
installed at Stables Lane, Boston Spa.  She said that the price is expected to be circa £20k 
which is £8.5k more than the capital reserve for this project. The clerk was asked to look at 
the possibility of grant funding to bridge the gap and Cllr Griffiths was asked to obtain more 
detailed information and perhaps a drawing of the proposed facility. 
 
The Chairman advised that he will regrettably be unable to attend the next Parish Council 
meeting due to other business commitments. Since Cllr Griffiths will also be unavailable on 
that date he confirmed that alternative chair arrangements will be advised in due course. 
 

16. Covid Testing 
In the light of changes in government policy and the reduced levels of cases/illness, members 
discussed whether the requirement for lateral flow tests to be taken in advance of the meeting 
should cease. 
 
After discussion it was AGREED by all that the current procedure should be suspended, 
subject to review if circumstances change. The chairman added that he would expect that any 
member experiencing Covid type symptoms will take a test before attending. 
 
The clerk confirmed that the next meeting will be held on the 21st June 2022 at the usual time 
and place. He added that various items of documentation will be sent out in advance of the 
meeting in the normal way. 
 
There being no further points, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.30pm.   
 
 
 
 



 
  Minute 14 
  

  Bank Reconciliation 
    

For the period 1 April 2022 - 30 April 2022 
    

     Prepared by Peter Wigglesworth, Clerk to the Parish Council 
 

Date: 11.5.22 
 Approved by the Parish Council 

 
Date: 17.5.22 

 

     Balance per bank statements as at 30 April 2022 
 

£ £ 
 Current Account 

 
50.00  

  Revenue Reserve  
 

58,579.36  
  Capital Reserve 

 
11501.8 

  CIL Reserve 
 

3,104.65  
  Beckside Play Area Ground Resurfacing Fund 

 
7,501.23   

 

   
80,737.04  

 

     Less uncleared cheques at 30 April 2022: 
  

0 
 

  
    

 

   
0.00  

 

     Net bank balances as at 30 April 2022 
  

80,737.04  
 

     The net balances reconcile to the Cash Book (receipts and payments account) for the period as follows: 
 CASH BOOK 

    Opening balance as at 1 April 2022 
  

59,175.35  
 Add receipts 1 April 2022 to 30 April 2022: 

  
22,342.00  

 Less payments for 1 April 2022 to 30 April 2022 
  

-780.31  
 Closing balance per cash book as at 30 April 2022 

  
80,737.04  

 

     Notes 
 

  
  Capital Reserve is set aside for Jubilee Field  

Beckside Play Area Refurbishment Fund is set aside for resurfacing the play area (minute 8 in Jan 2019 and minute 

 15.d in March 2020 minutes refer) 

    

     
 

   

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
 
 
    

    

    



    

Receipts received: 
   

     Date Details Net VAT Total 

1.4.22 Leeds City Council - Precept & Council Tax Grant 22342.00 
 

22342.00 

  

  
 

 
Total receipts April 2022 

       
22,342.00  

                      
-    

       
22,342.00  

 

   

    

    

    

Accounts for payment: 
   

 
Details 

   
EFT P Wigglesworth - salary May 22 

         
367.41  

                      
-    

             
367.41  

EFT 
P Wigglesworth - expenses to 18.5.2022;  home allowance 
(£18), purchase of printing ink (£21) 

               
35.50  

                 
3.50  

               
39.00  

EFT Hire of Oriel Room, St Ricarius church@ £20 - 19/4/22 
           

20.00  

                      
-    

               
20.00  

EFT YLCA Membership renewal 
             

575.00  
                      

-    
             

575.00  

EFT B Hopper (internal audit) 
               

90.00  
                      

-    
               

90.00  

EFT HAGS playground inspection 
             

165.00  
               

33.00  
             

198.00  

EFT Aberford in bloom grant 
             

500.00  
                      

-    
             

500.00  

EFT Garforth in bloom grant 
             

250.00  
                      

-    
             

250.00  

 
Total payments 14.04.22 -11.05.22 

         
2,002.91  

               
36.50  

         
2,039.41  

 

   

 

    

    

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


