
 

 

ABERFORD AND DISTRICT PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 19th July 2022. 
Meeting held in the Oriel room, St Ricarius Church, Aberford commencing at 7.30 pm.  
 
Present: Cllr David Howson (Chairman) 

Cllr Ruth Reed                                          
Cllr Keith Dunwell  
Cllr Sarah Bradley 
 

In attendance: Mr Peter Wigglesworth             (Clerk/RFO) 
    
    

1. To receive apologies and approve reasons for absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Griffiths due to illness and Cllr Bodey who 
was unavailable due to work commitments. Cllr Wilson was also absent. On this occasion Cllr 
Oakes was also unavailable due to a prior engagement and therefore Cllr Howson took the 
chair. 
 

2. To receive any disclosures of interest from Councillors on matters to be considered at 
the meeting 
None received. 
 

3. Minutes of the Parish Council Annual and Monthly Meetings held on 21st June 2022  
RESOLVED: To approve the minutes of the Parish Council monthly meeting held in the Oriel 
room, St Ricarius church on 21st June 2022 and to sign as a correct record. ACTION: To be 
signed by the Chairman of that meeting. 
 

4. Public Participation   
No members of the general public were present on this occasion.  
 

5. Crime & Security  
a. The clerk gave an update of May crime activity, as reported on the Police UK database.  He 

stated that 5 crimes had been reported in the Parish, adding that the crimes were of various 
types with no predominant theme. 

b. The clerk confirmed that No PACT meetings had been held since the previous meeting, with 
the next one scheduled for 11

th
 August. 

 
6. Banks Renewables 

The clerk referred to discussions at the last meeting when all present had expressed support 
of the proposal to extend the current 25 year term by a further 15 years. Having received the 
views of those Councillors who had been absent, the clerk confirmed that they too were in 
favour and therefore it was formally AGREED that the Parish Council would support such an 
application.    Action: Clerk to confirm this decision to the Banks Group. 
 
Cllr Bodey had queried whether in view of their close links with the village the Banks Group 
might be prepared to sponsor maintenance of one of the planted areas within the village, he 
had put forward the corner of Cattle Lane and Parlington Lane, opposite the bed sponsored 
by the Village Hall café. It was agreed to consider how this might be progressed further at a 
future meeting. 
 
Cllr Dunwell asked for clarification of the position regarding attendance at Banks Group 
liaison meetings. The clerk said that as he understood it two representatives can attend from 
each Parish Council. After discussion, it was AGREED by all that Cllrs Dunwell and Bradley 
be the normal ADPC representatives, with Cllr Howson deputised for co-option as required. 
Action: Cllr Dunwell to contact our Banks Group representative and confirm. 

  
7. Playground maintenance 
a. Safety related repair work 

The clerk confirmed that the remedial work had now been undertaken and that the necessary 
cleaning up had been completed to a satisfactory standard.  He added that unfortunately it 
had not been possible to repair the gate closing mechanism but the agreed charge had been 
included in the invoice price, due to the engineers time involved. All present AGREED that the 
invoice be paid next month and that the gate repair be taken in house. Action: Clerk to 
schedule payment for August. 
 



 

 

b. Roundabout repair 
Following the £930 quote for dismantling and inspection received from HAGS, it had been 
agreed last month to have the equipment inspected in the first instance by Leaks Away Ltd 
who had effected the play area fence repairs in a fast and efficient manner. This had now 
been completed and a report produced, circulated by Cllr Dunwell. Members agreed to make 
a net payment of £70 to Leaks Away Ltd on submission of a suitably detailed invoice in 
respect of the work undertaken thus far.  
The report and associated photos had highlighted that as well as the poor condition of the 
floor, there are many damaged or missing bearings. After discussion it was AGREED by all 
that further investigations be undertaken with a view to identifying the full expected repair 
cost. It was also AGREED by all that the purchase cost of an alternative machine be 
explored. Action: Cllrs Dunwell and Howson to lead the repair cost identification, Clerk to 
research possible alternative equipment options. 

 
8. Aberford vegetation maintenance projects 

Cllr Bodey was unable to attend the meeting but had provided a progress update to members. 
The key points were summarised as follows; 
 
Wildflower meadow near Aberford School. 
Cllr Bodey is working with Aberford School to create a bug hotel in November. Cost of flower 
purchase for the area opposite is £30, to be discussed at a later meeting once full costs 
obtained.  
 
Highfield Road Community garden 
Work remains ongoing with LCC, presently the plans include 4 flower beds, 3 fruit trees and a 
bench. 
 
Jubilee Field 
Planting will depend on plans for the cycle track, to be discussed at a later meeting. 
 
Action: Clerk to circulate the report to all Councillors and follow up on the above points with 
Cllr Bodey. 
 

9. Correspondence received 
a. An e-mail has been received from a local resident concerning the hardness of the water 

supply within the village. Councillors pointed out that hard water is a feature of the local 
environment and any possible actions would need to be led by Yorkshire Water. It was noted 
that no other complaints had been received by the Parish Council. Members offered a few 
suggestions to improve things for those who are not suited by hard water. Action:  Clerk to 
respond to the resident. 

 
b. An e-mail has been received from a local resident regarding anti-semitic graffiti on the tennis 

court fence at Jubilee Field. The clerk has already advised the correspondent to report this to 
Leeds City Council for them to advise the police. Cllr Bradley said that similar had been found 
in the MUGA at Jubilee field and she kindly undertook to clean this off as far as possible. All 
members condemned these deplorable acts of bigotry and vandalism. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

10. Planning matters 
 

a. To consider and comment on new planning applications/appeals 
 
 
Planning/ 
Appeal ref 

Address Details 

22/04143/FU/NE 
 

3 Field House Field Lane 
Aberford 
 

Part two storey, part single storey rear 
extension 
 
NO ADVERSE COMMENTS 

 

22/04315/FU/NE 
 

5 Haverthwaites Drive 
Aberford  
 

Alterations including single storey side and 
rear extension 
 
NO ADVERSE COMMENTS 

 

 
 

b. To note the outcome of previous planning applications/appeals (if any)   
 
Planning/ 
Appeal ref 

Address Details 

22/02303/FU/NE 
 

Robin Hill Main Street 
Aberford 
 

Retrospective application for garden 
room/work space 
 
REFUSED 1.7.22 
 

 
 

11. Finance update 
 

a. To note the balances in the Parish Council’s accounts- NOTED as per attached bank 
reconciliation.    

 
b. To approve the bank reconciliation as at 30.6.2022- RESOLVED (attached). 

 
c. To note income received and APPROVE the Accounts for Payment- RESOLVED 

(attached). 
 

d. The clerk took members through the previously circulated quarterly budget update. 
He confirmed that spending had begun slowly but is expected to pick up as the year 
continues and major project items are tackled. Income is over £5k higher than budget 
due to the increased price/numbers of Leeds Fest tickets sold.  

 
12. Matters for Information  

Cllr Dunwell drew attention to the poor maintenance condition of the Jubilee Field.  During the 
course of discussion it was acknowledged that there are a number of housekeeping jobs 
which need to be undertaken. All present agreed to put together a plan of action to tackle the 
necessary cutting/weeding and other rectification work required. To the extent that this work 
cannot be carried out with volunteers it was accepted that external contractor support will be 
utilised as appropriate.  Cllr Bradley commented that, going forward, regular routines need to 
be re-established to stop a similar situation arising. 
 
Cllr Dunwell sought clarification of the scheduled Leeds Fest meetings to be held, as there 
seemed to be some confusion. The clerk said that there is a zoom meeting on 21

st
 July 

specifically for the Aberford team, then on 26
th
 July there is a meeting of the wider Working 

Group, again on zoom. Finally, on 5
th
 August there is a site visit planned at Bramham with 

Tom Riordan, the LCC Chief Executive. This can only be attended by one person per parish 
and after discussion it was confirmed that Cllr Bradley will attend on behalf of Aberford & 
District. 
 



 

 

Cllr Bradley said that she has been attempting to clarify the positioning of the proposed break 
out areas in the proposals for road improvements in the village. She added that in her view 
the best way forward would be to arrange a return site visit before any works take place. 
 
Cllr Howson said that there has been some dumping of garden waste on the Jubilee Field. 
Councillors felt that Cllr Oakes, as Chairman, should speak with those concerned in the first 
instance to hopefully avoid any further action being required.   
  
Cllr Howson said that he has uncovered some written evidence which confirms the existence 
of a public footpath from Vicarage Lane into the Jubilee Field. He therefore stated his 
intention to take steps to reinstate this path. 
 
The clerk said that Cllr Griffiths had asked him to advise Councillors of her intention to 
reschedule the Newsletter for Autumn publication. She is hoping to attend the August meeting 
and asked the clerk to schedule a discussion on the cycle track proposal for that meeting.  
 
The clerk said that Cllr Oakes had asked him to advise members that due to defaulting 
payees there remain a few unpaid sponsored hanging baskets for 2022. The clerk asked Cllr 
Bradley if she would, at Cllr Oakes request, put a suitable entry on the Aberford Forum to 
invite interested parties to contact him or the clerk regarding sponsorship of Hanging Baskets 
for 2023.  
 
 
There being no further points, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.20pm.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

  Minute 11 
  

  Bank Reconciliation 
    

Aberford and District Parish Council 
   For the period 1 June 2022 - 30 June 2022 
   

    Prepared by Peter Wigglesworth, Clerk to the Parish 
Council 

 
Date: 13.7.22 

Approved by the Parish Council 
 

Date: 19.7.22 

    Balance per bank statements as at 30 June 2022 
 

£ £ 
Current Account 

 
78.39  

 Revenue Reserve  
 

66,183.15  
 Capital Reserve 

 
11,503.25  

 CIL reserve 
 

6,209.31 
 Beckside Play Area Refurbishment Fund 

 
7,502.62    

   
91,476.72  

    Less uncleared cheques at 30 June 2022: 
   

  
    

   
0.00  

    Net bank balances as at 30 June 2022 
  

91,476.72  

    The net balances reconcile to the Cash Book (receipts and payments account) for the period as 
follows: 

CASH BOOK 
   Opening balance as at 1 June 2022 
  

90,841.72  
Add receipts 1 June 2022 to 30 June 2022: 

  
1,421.61  

Less payments for 1 June 2022 to 30 June 2022 
  

-786.61  

Closing balance per cash book as at 30 June 2022 
  

91,476.72  
 

   

    
 
 

Receipts received in June: 
   

     Receipts received: 
   

     Date Details Net VAT Total 

5.6.22 Interest received 
             

6.61  0 
             

6.61  

Various Leeds Fest receipts 
    

1,365.00  0 
    

1,365.00  

Various Hanging Basket receipts 
          

50.00  
 

          
50.00  

 
Total receipts June 2022 

    
1,421.61  

                 
-    

    
1,421.61  



 

 

 
     

Accounts for payment: 
   Chq 

no. Details 
   

EFT P Wigglesworth - salary July 22 
      

367.41  

                 
-    

        
367.41  

EFT 
P Wigglesworth expenses to 14.7.2021- printing ink (£18), 
home allowance (£18)  

          
33.00  

          
3.00  

          
36.00  

EFT 
Hire of Oriel Room, St Ricarius church@ £20 - 
19/7/22 

          
20.00  

 

          
20.00  

EFT Payroll support- Q1 2022/23 

          
53.35  

          
10.67  

          
64.02  

EFT Refund of two Leeds Fest tickets- K Sleightholm 

        
130.00  

                 
-    

        
130.00  

     

 
Total payments 16.06.22- 13.07.22 

        
603.76  

          
13.67  

        
617.43  

    
 


