
 

 

ABERFORD AND DISTRICT PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 21st June 2022. 
Meeting held in the Oriel room, St Ricarius Church, Aberford commencing at 7.30 pm.  
 
Present: Cllr Mike Oakes (Chairman) 

Cllr Ruth Reed   
Cllr Sarah Bradley 
 

Cllr David Howson 
Cllr Keith Dunwell  
  
 

In attendance: Mr Peter Wigglesworth             (Clerk/RFO) 
  Cllr Matthew Robinson              (Items 1-6) 
  Mr Lewis Stokes, Banks Group (Items 1-5) 
    

1. To receive apologies and approve reasons for absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Griffiths due to illness and Cllr Bodey who 
was unavailable due to work commitments. Cllr Wilson was also absent. 
 

2. To receive any disclosures of interest from Councillors on matters to be considered at 
the meeting 
None received. 
 

3. Minutes of the Parish Council Annual and Monthly Meetings held on 17th May 2022  
RESOLVED: To approve the minutes of the Parish Council annual and monthly meetings 
held in the Oriel room, St Ricarius church on 17th May 2022 and to sign both as a correct 
record. ACTION: To be signed respectively by the Chairman of each meeting.  
 

4. Public Participation   
No members of the general public were present on this occasion.  
 

5. Banks Renewables 
Cllrs welcomed Mr Lewis Stokes to the meeting. Mr Stokes explained that he had made a 
request to attend the meeting to discuss the possible term extension of the Banks Wind Farm. 
He explained that in practice the materials and components are lasting longer than the initial 
25 year term and therefore in order to be able to plan with certainty the Banks Group wish to 
apply to extend the term by a further 15 years. However, before submitting a formal planning 
application, an approach is being made to both the Aberford & District and Micklefield Parish 
Councils to obtain their views with no intention to widen the scope of the facilities to other 
areas of Leeds at this time. Mr Stokes confirmed that the local planning conditions would stay 
the same and the Community Fund would continue in its present form and asked that local 
groups be encouraged to submit applications for consideration, such as the recent one from 
Aberford School.  In this regard, Mr Stokes advised the council of relevant contact details, 
being Sarah McIntyre, telephone 0191 3786342, e-mail fundmanager@bankscommunity 
fund.org.uk. 
 
The Chairman asked whether there had been any recent complaints about Farm activity.  Cllr 
Robinson said he was not aware of any issues and in fact, in the changing world we live in, he 
felt that there is more empathy amongst the general public for this type of development.  Cllr 
Bradley asked why the grid connection was based in Sherburn, Mr Stokes replied that this is 
determined solely by the National Grid. 
 
After discussion and a show of hands, all councillors present were in favour of extending the 
term for a further period of 15 years as requested. However, Cllr Oakes said that in view of 
the importance of this issue he wanted to check with the absent councillors and formally 
record a decision at the next Parish Council meeting.  ACTION: Cllr Oakes to speak with 
absent councillors. 
 
Mr Stokes was happy with that process and thanked Councillors for their consideration and 
views. As an aside, he asked Cllr Robinson if he would kindly follow up progress with the 
painting of yellow hashmarks on the entrance gate to the Hook Moor wind farm to prohibit 
people parking there and blocking the entrance. Cllr Robinson said that he would follow this 
up.   
 
 
 



 

 

 
6. Crime & Security  
a. The clerk gave an update of April crime activity, as reported on the Police UK database.  He 

stated that 10 crimes had been reported in the Parish, 8 of which were within the village 
boundaries and 2 at Lotherton.  The clerk added that the crimes were of various types with no 
predominant theme, although there had been three recorded burglaries. The clerk also made 
reference to the monthly Harewood Ward crime statistics which had been circulated to 
members for May. He said that these will be sent to members each month if received.   

 
b. The clerk asked Ward Cllr Robinson if there were any relevant points arising from the latest 

PACT meeting on 9
th
 June. Cllr Robinson said that there were no action items specific to 

Aberford on this occasion. He added that it is the intention to hold a face to face PACT 
meeting in the near future which councillors agreed would be a step forward. Cllr  Robinson 
also stated his intention to continue issuing action notes from the meetings. 

 
7. Leeds Fest 2022 

The clerk confirmed that arrangements are in hand to finalise payments for this year’s ticket 
allocation. Regarding the traffic working group, Cllr Robinson said that he intends to set up a 
Zoom meeting in the near future to discuss the traffic position for the festival. Cllr Dunwell 
said that the issue of providing stewards in Aberford needs resolving and the clerk 
commented on the outstanding issue of farmers access through the Main Street barrier during 
the Festival. ACTION:  Clerk to circulate meeting details to councillors once advised.   

 

8. Hanging Baskets 

Cllr Oakes said that the baskets are now in place and being maintained by LCC in the normal 
way. With regard to payments, Cllr Oakes said he was disappointed to advise Councillors that 
there are a few still outstanding. He added that a final attempt will be made to elicit these 
payments, otherwise arrangements will be made to anonymise the relevant dedication labels. 
 

9. Playground maintenance 
The clerk said that he is still trying to obtain a date from HAGS for the repairs agreed last 
month to be undertaken. He added that a quote of £930 ex VAT has now been received in 
respect of the repair of the roundabout but it is unclear whether this cost purely relates to the 
investigatory work necessary to establish the problem or whether it is for the full job. After 
discussion it was AGREED by all that, in the first instance, Cllr Dunwell should approach his 
contact at Leaks Away Ltd to see whether they would be prepared to examine the 
roundabout, given that they did such a good and prompt job in repairing the vandalised fence 
around the play area plus the damaged fixing on the climbing net. ACTION: Cllr Dunwell to 
take this forward and advise the position to the clerk. 

 
10. Aberford vegetation maintenance projects 

Cllr Bodey was unable to attend the meeting but had provided a progress update to members. 
After discussion the following matters arose; 
 
Wildflower meadow near Aberford School. 
This area is looking very good now that it is in bloom and, in noting that the grass on the other 
side of the footpath has not been cut, Cllr Bodey has asked the Parish Council to consider  
the possibility of extending the planting to the other side of the path. After discussion, the 
clerk was asked to obtain a costing from Cllr Bodey so that this matter could be considered 
further.  Following a previous discussion with Andy Hogg, Cllr Bradley said that she would 
speak with him to see if he was aware of any reason why this area could not be extended in 
this way.  
 
Cllr Bodey had also commented that he is trying to arrange the planting of some shrubs or 
small trees around the edge of the site.   
 
Highfield Road Community garden 
Cllr Bodey had advised that this is continuing to be work in progress. He had added that the 
model being pulled together includes three raised beds of similar size to those in Barwick 
(near the cricket club) two veg, one wild flower, three fruit trees and two benches. 
 
 
 



 

 

Planting North of the village.  
Cllr Bodey said that he has asked LCC again for clarity regarding ownership of the land, to 
see if we can work with the land owner regarding planting. The Parish Council felt that they 
may be able to assist with this, if Cllr Bodey could highlight the exact locations on a map of 
some kind and the clerk was asked to raise this matter with him. 
 
Jubilee Field 
Cllr Bodey had asked the Council to discuss the possibility of creating a small community 
orchard at the far end of the Jubilee Field (beyond the bench/oak tree). He felt that this would 
be a striking asset for the village, in an area that is currently under utilised. 
 
During discussion some concerns were expressed about placement in view of the perimeter 
track we are looking at installing, possible encroachment on the open spaces and also the 
ongoing maintenance cost/activity associated with the project. However Cllrs felt it was an 
interesting idea and it was suggested that perhaps a small plantation with a mixture of trees 
would work?  The clerk was asked to relay this message to Cllr Bodey so that he could give 
the matter further consideration and perhaps come back with thoughts/costs.  
 
The clerk was also asked to thank Aberford in Bloom for the work they have been doing in the 
village.  ACTIONS:  The clerk to write to Cllr Bodey and also to Aberford in bloom regarding 
the above matters.  
 

11. Jubilee Field cycle track 
Cllrs discussed this matter, following receipt of a quote for £20,624 received from 
Brambledown Landscape Services Ltd in respect of this project. It was AGREED by all that 
before making further representations to the contractor, councillors should consider; 
 
a) What the required purpose of the track should be e.g. cycling, running or walking. 
b) In the light of this and bearing in mind other factors, what would be the best configuration 

and size parameters for the installation. 
 

ACTION: The Jubilee Field Cycle Track Project Group to consider the above and report back 
to the Parish Council. 

 
12. Aberford Village road safety improvements 

Cllr Bradley took Cllrs through the proposals received from Leeds City Council (via Ward Cllr 
Robinson) for improvement of road safety within the village. Essentially this involves the 
installation of two footway build outs by School Lane and Manor Court which should allow for 
better inter-visibility between pedestrians wishing to cross and drivers of any passing 
vehicles. Cllr Bradley said that the installation timescale is likely to be during a period of 
school closure but before winter, perhaps during the Autumn half term but she added that this 
is yet to be confirmed.  
 
Alongside this, the Parish Council have been advised by Leeds City Council of proposals to 
implement 20 mph speed limits at various places on Main Street and also a 40mph limit on 
the section of Main Street that runs from Hook Moor to where the current 30mph limit begins.   
In addition, it is has been proposed to introduce 20mph speed limits on all the residential 
streets in the village. The Parish Council have replied to LCC, agreeing in principle with the 
Main Street proposals with a few minor adjustments but, whilst acknowledging that this may 
be influenced by National Guidelines, the Parish Council  argued strongly against the 
introduction of 20mph zones in the residential streets as being inappropriate, costly, unsightly 
and ineffective. A response is presently awaited. 

 
13. One network training 

Cllr Bradley had recently attended a training session on the creation of an account on One. 
Network, the UK’s source of information about roadworks and traffic disruption and she gave 
an overview to colleagues on use of the one.network map, which would enable them to 
search road works currently taking place and also enable them to set up daily e-mail alerts of 
work taking place.  Cllr Bradley advised colleagues how to move this forward and said she 
would be happy to provide any further information or assistance as required. Cllrs thanked her 
for assisting with this matter. 

 
 



 

 

 
14. Correspondence received 
a. An e-mail has been received from a local resident concerning repairs required in the Beckside 

play area. The clerk said he had thanked the sender and confirmed that the items specified 
are incorporated within the proposals discussed at item 9. 

 
b. An e-mail has been received from a local resident regarding the new LCC installed post 

mounted dog litter bag dispensers, specifically the one installed adjacent to the notice board 
nearest the south end of the village. Councillors recalled this issue being raised in early 2020, 
at which time the Parish Council had proposed the two locations where the dispensers have 
now been installed. However, with hindsight they felt that the one in question would be better 
located nearer the waste bin close to the Main Street entrance to the Parlington Estate. The 
Council were mindful of the fact that the facility is now in situ but the clerk was asked to raise 
the issue via Ward Cllr Robinson. ACTION:  Clerk to raise the location and also the 
whereabouts of the initial supply of bags with Ward Cllr Robinson  
 

15. Planning matters 
 

a. To consider and comment on new planning applications/appeals 
 
 
Planning/ 
Appeal ref 

Address Details 

22/03317/FU/NE 
 

Aberford Albion Football 
Club Bunkers Hill 
Aberford 

Side extension to existing clubhouse  
 
NO ADVERSE COMMENTS  
 
HOWEVER, THE PARISH COUNCIL 
CONSIDER IT ESSENTIAL THAT IN 
ADVANCE OF THE EXTENSION WORK 
THE POTENTIAL RISK OF FLOODING FOR 
PROPERTIES ON BUNKERS HILL IS 
ADDRESSED BY IMPROVEMENTS  IN 
SITE DRAINAGE 
 
 

22/03642/FU/NE 
 

7 St Johns Close 
Aberford 
 

Single storey side/rear extension with raised 
steps to rear; new bay window and porch to 
front with pitched roof and first floor side/rear 
balcony with balustrade 
 
NO ADVERSE COMMENTS 
 

22/03687/FU/NE 2 Highfield Road 
Aberford Leeds 

Single storey side and rear extension 
 
NO ADVERSE COMMENTS 

 

 
 
 

b. To note the outcome of previous planning applications/appeals (if any)   
 
Planning/ 
Appeal ref 

Address Details 

22/01140/FU/NE 
 

3 Brunswick Cottages 
Field Lane Aberford 

 

Demolition and rebuilding rear wall and 
replacement roof with 4 new rooflights 
 

APPROVED 8.6.22 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
16. Finance update 

 
a. To note the balances in the Parish Council’s accounts- NOTED as per attached bank 

reconciliation.    
 

b. To approve the bank reconciliation as at 31.5.2022- RESOLVED (attached). 
 

c. To note income received and APPROVE the Accounts for Payment- RESOLVED 
(attached). 

 
The clerk added that the first 2022/23 quarterly budget update will be circulated shortly and 
discussed at the next meeting. 

 
 

17. Matters for Information  
Cllr Oakes said that advice has been received from our e-mail support contractor that the e-
mail system is almost full to capacity. To avoid having to pay for increased storage capacity 
the Chairman asked all members to review their company e-mail boxes and delete any 
unwanted items. The clerk added that, as the biggest user of the e-mail system, he will also 
undertake the same exercise in so far as the need to retain important items allows. 
 
The Chairman also advised that unfortunately he will be unable to attend the next Parish 
Council meeting due to other business commitments and apologised for mixing up the dates 
previously. Since Cllr Griffiths will also be unavailable on that date, he confirmed that 
alternative chair arrangements will be advised in due course. 
 
Cllr Bradley said that she has been advised by the head teacher at Aberford School that the 
owner of the lane between the school and St Ricarius church had advised her that this road is 
private and not a public right of way and therefore the crossing between the wooden gate in 
the school yard and the wooden gate into the church yard should not be used.  After 
discussions, Cllrs suggested that Cllr Bradley advise the school’s Property Manager to make 
contact with Oriel College in order to establish whether a right of way exists historically on this 
lane. 
 
The clerk confirmed that the next meeting will be held on the 19th July 2022 at the usual time 
and place. He added that various items of documentation will be sent out in advance of the 
meeting in the normal way. 
 
There being no further points, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.30pm.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

  Minute 16 
  

  Bank Reconciliation 
    

For the period 1 May 2022 - 31 May 2022 
     

Prepared by Peter Wigglesworth, Clerk to the Parish Council 
 

Date: 15.6.22 

Approved by the Parish Council 
 

Date: 21.6.22 

    Balance per bank statements as at 31 May 2022 
 

£ £ 

Current Account 
 

200.00 
 Revenue Reserve  

 
65,429.38 

 Capital Reserve 
 

11,501.80 
 CIL reserve 

 
6,209.31 

 Beckside Play Area Refurbishment Fund 
 

7,501.23   

   
90,841.72  

    Less uncleared cheques at 31 May 2022: 
   

  
    

   
0.00  

    Net bank balances as at 31 May 2022 
  

90,841.72  

    The net balances reconcile to the Cash Book (receipts and payments account) for the period as follows: 

CASH BOOK 
   Opening balance as at 1 May 2022 
  

80,737.04  

Add receipts 1 May 2022 to 31 May 2022: 
  

12,152.09  

Less payments for 1 May 2022 to 31 May 2022 
  

-2,047.41  

Closing balance per cash book as at 31 May 2021 
  

90,841.72  

    Notes 
 

  
 Capital Reserve is set aside for Jubilee Field 

Beckside Play Area Refurbishment Fund is set aside for refurbishing the play area 
 

        
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
  
 

   



 

 

Receipts received: 
   

     Date Details Net VAT Total 

4/5/2022 HMRC VAT refund to 28.2.2022 772.43 0.00 772.43 

4/5/2022 LCC Parish Paths Grant 550.00 0.00 550.00 

8/5/2022 CIL receipt ex LCC 3104.66 0.00 3104.66 

Various Leeds Fest bankings 7865.00 0.00 7865.00 

Various Hanging Basket receipts 625.00 0.00 625.00 

 
Total receipts May 2022 

  
12,917.09  

                 
-    

  
12,917.09  

     
 

   
     
 Accounts for payment: 

   Chq no. Details 
   

EFT P Wigglesworth - salary June 22 
      

367.41  

                 
-    

        
367.41  

EFT 
P Wigglesworth expenses to 15.6.2022- mileage (18 miles x 
0.45=£8.10) home allowance (£18)  

          
26.10  

                 
-    

          
26.10  

EFT Hire of Oriel Room, St Ricarius church@ £20 - 21/6/22 

          
20.00  

                 
-    

          
20.00  

EFT Payment for repair of Play Area fencing 
          

50.00  
                 

-    
          

50.00  

EFT A Fox grass cutting on public footpaths 
        

240.00  
 

        
240.00  

  
    

 

 
Total payments 12.05.22 - 15.06.22 

        
703.51  

                 
-    

        
703.51  

 

   
     

 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


