
 

 

 
ABERFORD AND DISTRICT PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 27th September 2022. 
Meeting held in the Oriel room, St Ricarius Church, Aberford commencing at 7.30 pm.  
 
Present: Cllr David Howson (Chairman) 

Cllr Ruth Reed                                          
Cllr Keith Dunwell  
Cllr Sarah Bradley 
Cllr Tyler Wilson 
 

In attendance: Mr Peter Wigglesworth             (Clerk/RFO) 
  Ward Cllr Matthew Robinson 
  Two members of the public 
    

Before the meeting commenced all present stood to observe a one minute silence in 
honour of the late Queen Elizabeth II. 

 
1. To consider and record a statement of condolence following the death of Her Majesty 

Queen Elizabeth II  
Cllr Howson read the following statement; 

 
“Members of Aberford & District Parish Council were deeply saddened by the recent   
passing of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. Her decades of steadfast service to our Country 
and to the Commonwealth have been exceptional. Her Majesty’s duty to the people of this 
country has been a shining example to those of us who hold Public Office and has been an 
inspiration to so many people across the world. We send our deepest condolences to His 
Majesty The King and to other members of the Royal Family at this sad and difficult time. 
God save The King” 

 
All members present fully agreed with the sentiments expressed and the motion was     
passed. 

 
2. To receive apologies and approve reasons for absence 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Griffiths due to illness and Cllr Oakes who 
was on holiday.    

 
3. To receive any disclosures of interest from Councillors on matters to be considered 

at the meeting 
None received. 

 
4. Minutes of the Parish Council Monthly Meeting held on 16th August 2022  

RESOLVED: To approve the minutes of the Parish Council monthly meeting held in the 
Oriel room, St Ricarius church on 16th August 2022 and to sign as a correct record. 
ACTION: To be signed by the Chairman of that meeting. 

 
5.  Resignation of Parish Councillor 
a) Members NOTED the resignation of Cllr Doug Bodey in an e-mail dated 13.9.22.  

 
b) It was RESOLVED to fill the resultant Casual vacancy, subject to advertising of the 

vacancy via Leeds City Council in the normal way. ACTION: Clerk to progress as 
appropriate. 

 
6. Proposal to send a congratulatory letter to Rt Hon Alec Shelbrooke 

It was proposed through the Chair that the Parish Council write to our Member of 
Parliament, the Rt. Hon Alec  Shelbrooke, to congratulate him on his recent appointment as 
Minister of State (Ministry of Defence).  

 
All members AGREED. ACTION: Clerk to arrange on behalf of the Parish Council as 
appropriate. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
7. Public Participation   

Both members of the general public wished to discuss the Leeds Fest event. Whilst 
acknowledging that the physical disruption had been less than previously experienced, they 
were concerned in particular about the failures in communication which led to many local 
residents being completely unaware of the planned Main Street road closure. They also felt 
that the introduction of a dedicated Aberford liaison person had not worked at all well. 

 
Cllr Bradley said that Festival Republic had prepared and distributed a letter detailing all 
aspects of the proposed road changes but unfortunately many residents had not received it.  
She added that this is clearly not acceptable and would be working with Festival Republic to 
ensure that a robust method of communication is put in place to advise residents next year. 
Cllr Bradley then gave an explanation about the rationale for the road closure in the context 
of the wider Leeds Fest picture. Regarding the liaison post, Cllr Bradley said that this had 
worked well on the Festival days but accepted that the post occupant may not have been in 
a position to assist as much as would have been desirable in the lead up to the event. 

 
Cllr Bradley concluded by saying that a debrief session will be held on 29 September which 
will be discussed at the next Parish Council meeting.  She added that the points raised 
today will be included in the list of issues for discussion and invited the members of the 
public to send her a more detailed version by e-mail if they wished to.  

 
8. Crime & Security  

The clerk gave an update of July crime activity, as reported on the Police UK database.  
Only two crimes were recorded in the Aberford district on this occasion, no prosecutions 
had resulted.  Cllr Howson advised members of a recent incident whereby a wall in the 
Parlington Estate had been pushed over, causing thousands of pounds worth of damage. 
He was also aware of other recent incidents of wanton vandalism in Aberford. 

 
9. Jubilee Field Cycle track 

Cllr Dunwell gave some background to this proposal, which had originally envisaged a 
fenced route eventually deemed unacceptable.  An alternative proposal had since been 
developed which Cllr Dunwell felt was expensive and not well suited to the available space. 
He therefore proposed that the idea be scrapped. After discussion all members present 
AGREED with Cllr Dunwell’s proposal.  ACTION: Cllr Griffiths to advise the potential 
supplier. 

 
10. Playground maintenance 

Cllr Bradley said that the working group had met since the last meeting and considered 
various alternative proposals from a number of different suppliers for both suitability and 
cost.  She added that the preferred option was a whirly bob, supplied by Sutcliffe Play at a 
net cost of £6,762.54. This included removal of the existing structure and all installation 
costs.  After consideration all members AGREED to move forward with the proposal.  The 
clerk confirmed that the project can be funded by reallocating the monies previously set 
aside for the Cycle track.  ACTION: Order to be placed and the clerk to agree payment 
terms with the supplier. 

 
11. Fixing of broken signs at Jubilee Field 

Cllr Dunwell confirmed that this had now been done, at a cost of £70.  The clerk asked what 
would happen with the two redundant fence posts and Cllr Dunwell agreed to look into 
options for this. ACTION: Cllr Dunwell to pursue and advise. 

 
12. Jubilee Field maintenance 

The clerk referred to the email from LCC parks department which set out the work 
undertaken at the Jubilee field by them on a periodic basis. It was agreed that, in the light of 
this information, a plan should be developed to address the additional maintenance 
requirements going forward.  ACTION: Jubilee Field sub group to consider and report back. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
         

13. Aberford vegetation maintenance projects 
The clerk said that following the resignation of Cllr Bodey there will be a need to pick up 
and move forward the various projects he had been working on. Whilst acknowledging that 
Cllr Griffiths will clearly have an involvement, all members felt that it would be good to 
harness Mr Bodey’s knowledge and expertise in some capacity, if he is interested in 
remaining involved. ACTION: Clerk to contact Mr Bodey, with a view to reporting back his 
thoughts at the next meeting. 

 
14. Insurance Renewal 

The clerk commented that, following expiry of the 3 year deal, the initial renewal premium 
from Messrs Gallagher of £1,800 was a 23% increase on the previous figure.  The clerk 
advised that after further discussion he had been able to get a reduction to £1,650 and 
given the short time to renewal he recommended that this be accepted. All members 
AGREED but asked the clerk to explore value with alternative providers for the next 
renewal. ACTION:  Clerk to progress the renewal and obtain alternative supplier quotes for 
next year. 

 
15. Christmas Lights 

The clerk said that, following changes at LCC, there had not been any contact regarding the 
usual Christmas light arrangements on Pump Hill. He added that, having now been in touch 
with the new manager, a quote should be arriving imminently. Members asked the clerk to 
move this forward, provided the quote does not exceed the 2021 cost.  ACTION:  Clerk to 
pursue. 

 
Councillors then discussed the possibility of additional lights, given that some extra 
budgetary provision had been made. After discussion it was AGREED by all that it is 
probably too late to do anything for 2022, however Cllr Bradley said that she will speak with 
CIA representatives to see what is happening from their point of view.  In noting this, the 
Clerk said that, should it be appropriate, it might be worth purchasing any required 
additional items from within this budgetary category in advance of the 31.3.23 year end. 

 
16. Armistice Day wreath 

Members were asked to approve the purchase of an Armistice Day wreath from the Royal 
British Legion at a cost of £50, as in previous years. This was AGREED by all. ACTION: 
Cllr Howson to speak with his local contact and ask them to confirm payment details to the 
clerk. 

 
17. Land off School lane 

The clerk advised members that a further e-mail has been received from the owner of the 
land between School Lane and the Jubilee field regarding trespass, this has been shared 
with Leeds City Council. He added that, in addition, a legal communication has been 
received concerning the existence or otherwise of a public footpath along the driveway that 
runs from School Lane to Leydale and the Old Vicarage.  
 
After discussion, all members AGREED that resolution of this matter should be dealt with 
by Leeds City Council with no further action taken by the Parish Council. Ward Cllr 
Robinson said that he would take this forward with relevant parties. 
 

18. Solar Farm Proposals Hayton House Farmland 
Cllr Howson said that, following initial communication from Hayton Energy concerning the 
above, a site meeting had been held on 20

th
 September which had been attended by Cllrs 

Howson and Oakes, with various other Parish Councillors present at different stages.  It 
was noted that the local authority for this project will be Selby District Council or its 
successor, rather than Leeds City Council. 
 
Members then discussed the proposals, in general all were in favour of the development, 
with the inevitable aesthetic impact outweighed by the installation of new renewable energy 
sources, although concern was expressed about management of site traffic through the 
village should it be approved.  Cllr Howson added that he has also sought to ensure that, 
should the proposal be approved, the providers will work in partnership with the Parish 
Council to improve relevant amenities within Aberford. 



 

 

 
19. Correspondence received 

a. A complaint has been received from a local resident concerning LCC maintenance of 
hanging baskets. The clerk advised members that he had contacted LCC who 
confirmed that the normal watering regime had been undertaken, subject to Yorkshire 
Water restrictions in the latter period.  Unfortunately the extremely hot weather made 
it difficult to maintain longevity. 

 
b. An e-mail has been received from the National Cyber Security Centre re website 

security. The clerk advised members that he had been in touch with both the website 
compiler and Lazenby Brown regarding this matter and the NCSC have now reported 
that the matter has been resolved. 

 
c. An e-mail has been received from a local resident concerning the prevalence of 

Himalayan Balsam in the area of the beck and in private fields.  Cllr Bradley reported 
that action had previously been taken to remove this weed and in her view there is 
less of it this year than previously. She also undertook to lead the process of further 
action next Spring prior to the blooming season.  Cllr Howson confirmed that the 
Parish Council are unable to directly affect the position on private land. ACTION: 
Clerk to reply to the resident accordingly.  

 
d. An e-mail has been received by the clerk from Swish Fibre concerning full fibre 

rollout. It was noted that a flyer has also been received from this company by 
residents but as yet no formal approach has been advised. 

 
e. An e-mail has been received from a resident concerning blocked drains in the village. 

Cllr Reed also reported that the drains on the bridge were completely blocked. 
ACTION: Clerk to follow up with LCC. 

 
20. Planning matters 

 
a. To consider and comment on new planning applications/appeals 

 
Planning/ 
Appeal ref 

Address Details 

22/05287/FU/E 

 

4 East Ridge View 

Garforth   

 

Conversion of integral garage to form 

habitable rooms; single storey rear 

extension; widening of driveway to form 

additional parking 

NO ADVERSE COMMENTS 

22/05497/FU/NE 

 

23 Greystones Close 

Aberford 

Part two storey, part single storey front, 

side and rear extension 

NO ADVERSE COMMENTS 

22/05760/FU/NE 

 

Aspen House Cattle 

Lane Aberford 

Detached double garage to side 

NO ADVERSE COMMENTS 

22/05869/FU/NE 

 

14 Hayton Wood View 

Aberford 

Single storey porch to front 

NO ADVERSE COMMENTS 

22/06074/FU/NE 

 

3 Field Lane Aberford 

Leeds 

 

Part two storey, part single storey side and 

rear extension; demolition of existing store 

NO ADVERSE COMMENTS but the 

Parish Council consider that this should be 

done without detrimental impact to 

adjacent properties 

 
 
 



 

 

 
b. To note the outcome of previous planning applications/appeals   

 
   
 
Planning/ 
Appeal ref 

Address Details 

22/00025/FU/NE 

 

The Garden House 

Becca Park Aberford 

 

Alterations involving refurbishment and 

extension of existing outbuildings 

associated with the walled garden, 

including construction of new tractor shed, 

glasshouse and potting shed, along with 

associated landscaping work 

APPROVED 10.8.22 

22/00937/FU/NE 

 

The Stables Field Lane 

Aberford 

 

Single Storey Rear Extension; New 

Rooflights To Existing Garage 

REFUSED 10.8.22 

22/01645/FU/E 

 

Naylor Fencing Ash 

Lane Sturton Grange 

 

Single storey extension to existing 

production building 

APPROVED 30.8.22 

22/03317/FU/NE 

 

Aberford Albion Football 

Club Bunkers Hill 

Aberford 

Side extension to existing clubhouse 

APPROVED 15.8.22 

22/03642/FU/NE 

 

7 St Johns Close 

Aberford 

 

Single storey side/rear extension with 

raised steps to rear; new bay window and 

porch to front with pitched roof and first 

floor side/rear balcony with balustrade 

APPROVED 11.8.22 

22/03687/FU/NE 

 

2 Highfield Road 

Aberford Leeds 

 

Single storey side and rear extension 

APPROVED 10.8.22 

22/04143/FU/NE 

 

3 Field House Field Lane 

Aberford 

 

Part two storey, part single storey rear 

extension 

REFUSED 23.8.22 

22/04315/FU/NE 

 

5 Haverthwaites Drive 

Aberford Leeds 

 

Alterations including single storey side and 

rear extension 

APPROVED 16.8.22 

22/04787/FU/NE 

 

The Birches Main Street 

Aberford 

 

First floor extension to existing double 

garage with two storey rear extension to 

provide ancillary accommodation 

APPROVED 2.9.22 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
21. Finance update 

 
a. To NOTE the balances in the Parish Council’s accounts- NOTED as per attached 

bank reconciliation.    
 

b. To APPROVE the bank reconciliation as at 31.8.2022- RESOLVED (attached). 
 

c. To NOTE income received and APPROVE the Accounts for Payment- RESOLVED 
(attached). 

 
22. Matters for Information  

Cllr Wilson said that he wished to make a personal statement for inclusion in the minutes. 
Members were aware of an issue concerning a Queen Elizabeth II book of condolence 
entry and subsequent Twitter postings made by Cllr Wilson and he confirmed that this had 
resulted in threats to his person (although some people had been supportive of his 
comments), as well as a Formal Complaint being made to Leeds City Council. In view of the 
latter Cllr Wilson said he was unable to provide further details of his proposed response but 
he wanted to take the opportunity to apologise to Councillors and to the clerk for the 
resultant adverse publicity and additional workload this had caused. He reiterated his 
commitment to the Parish Council and said that he still intends to make a major contribution 
to improving things for Aberford District residents. 
 
In response, various Members expressed their concern that the inclusion of his Councillor 
title had led some members of the public to believe that these personal sentiments might be 
shared by the Parish Council as an entity, which was certainly not the case.  However, they 
thanked Cllr Wilson for his apology and expressed the hope that he will in future be a 
regular attendee at meetings and thereby use his skills and knowledge for the good of the 
community. 
 
Cllr Dunwell asked about the supply of bags for the dog waste dispensers. The clerk said 
that these had not yet arrived from LCC but he would chase them. 
 
There being no further points, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.20pm.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

  Minute 21 
  

  Bank Reconciliation 
    

  Aberford and District Parish Council 
  For the period 1 August 2022 - 31 August 2022 
 
Prepared by Peter Wigglesworth, Clerk to the Parish 
Council 

 
Date: 14.9.22 

Approved by the Parish Council 
 

Date: 20.9.22 

    Balance per bank statements as at 31 August 2022 
 

£ £ 

Current Account 
 

24.59  
 Revenue Reserve  

 
64,836.11  

 Capital Reserve 
 

11,503.25  
 CIL reserve 

 
6,209.31 

 Beckside Play Area Refurbishment Fund 
 

7,502.62    

   
90,075.88  

    Less uncleared cheques at 31 August 2022: 
  

0 

  
    

   
0.00  

    Net bank balances as at 31 August 2022 
  

90,075.88  

    The net balances reconcile to the Cash Book (receipts and payments account) for the period as 
follows: 
CASH BOOK 

   Opening balance as at 1 August 2022 
  

90,876.29  
Add receipts 1 August 2022 to 31 August 2022: 

  
0.00  

Less payments for 1 August 2022 to 31 August 2022 
  

-800.41  

Closing balance per cash book as at 31 August 2022 
  

90,075.88  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 



 

 

 
 
 

    
    

    
Receipts received: 

      
        Date Details Net VAT Total 

   

 
No receipts August 2022 

                    
-    

                 
-    

                      
-    

   

          
           

   Accounts for payment: 
   Chq 

no. Details Net VAT Total 

EFT P Wigglesworth - salary Sept 22 367.41 

 
367.41 

EFT 
P Wigglesworth expenses to 14.9.2022- purchase of ink (£37), 
home allowance (£18)  48.83 6.17 55.00 

EFT Hire of Oriel Room, St Ricarius church@ £20 - 27/9/22 20.00 - 20.00 

EFT LCC Hanging Baskets 41 items@ £25 1,025.04 - 1,025.04 

EFT Renewal of insurance year commencing Oct 2022 1650.44 - 1,650.44 

EFT Leaks Away Ltd-  installing signage at the Jubilee field 70.00 - 70.00 

EFT Autela Payroll Services- payroll support- Q2 2022/23 43.01 8.60 51.61 

     

 
Total payments 12.08.22 - 15.09.22 3,224.73 14.77 3,239.50 

 

   

     
     

     

     

     

     

     

     

       09-01-28   
 
07437000  Santander 

 

   

    

    
 

    
 
 


